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Church Services 

Sundays 
 

ST LEONARDôS PARISH CHURCH, Oak Walk  

8.00am Holy Communion BCP (said) 
9.30am Parish Communion 
6.30pm Sung Evensong  
 

 

ST MICHAELôS METHODIST-ANGLICAN CHURCH CENTRE  

Rampart Road  
7.30am Holy Communion (BCP) ï alternate Sundays  
11.00am Morning Worship ï 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Sundays 

11.00am Matins and shortened Holy Communion (BCP) ï 2
nd

 & 5
th
 Sundays 

11.00am Methodist Holy Communion Service ï 4
th
 Sunday 

 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Jubilee Close, Palmarsh     
11.00am Holy Communion ï 1

st
, 3

rd
 & 5

th
 Sundays 

   Morning Worship ï 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sundays 

 

Weekdays 
St Leonardôs Monday &Tuesdays 8.00am Morning Prayer 
 Thursdays 9.15am Holy Communion 
St Michaelôs Tuesdays 11.00am Holy Communion 
 

Baptisms and Marriages: Apply to the Parish Office (Tel 262370) 

Parish Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.00am ï 12.30pm 

 

Website: www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org 

 

 

 

 
       

 

 
 

 

 

T 

The Parish is served by three churches: St Leonardôs, Holy Cross and the 
St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre. 

 
Our mission is summed up in the following statement: 

Proclaiming the Good News of Godôs love through Jesus Christ and showing that 
love to all people. 

The whole worshipping congregation in each church in our parish has 
responsibility for the delivery of that message, but you may find useful information 

in the Parish Directory on the inside of the back cover. 
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HYTHE PARISH REVIEW     October 
Dear Friends, 

As anyone whoôs met him will know, the Bishop of Dover is a deeply 
courteous man, full of energy, and with an infectious enthusiasm for the 
gospel. This means when he says something, itôs invariably worth, not 
only hearing, but also taking to heart. And itôs why his initial impression of 
St Leonardôs was so significant. 

Soon after his arrival in the diocese, on his first visit to our wonderful 
church, as he reached the top of the entrance steps, it just burst forth 
from him: óWhat an unwelcoming entrance!ô It was an abrupt thing to say 
ï but it needed saying. And thatôs because it was true! I told him that ever 
since arriving in the parish, Iôd wanted to replace the inner wooden doors 
with ones made of glass, and that if the project went ahead, the big outer 
doors would be open all the time the church was open, so that light could 
flood inside. People coming up the steps would no longer be confronted 
with a narrow (and unwelcomingly opaque!) doorway ï but could see right 
inside the church.  

I also told him that ever since arriving in the parish, Iôd wanted to do 
whatever it took to stop the howling gale inside the building that occurred 
whenever the wind was from the west or south (which was pretty often, 
given that that was the prevailing direction) ï when the inner wooden 
doors would blow wide open. I didnôt know this at the time, but it was 
apparently also the ambition of a number of other people (and had been 
so for over 30 years) ï but for whatever reason, nothing had happened.   

Following Bishop Trevorôs visit, I talked to a lot of people about all this, 
and the project gradually caught their imagination. Time passed, and 
many, many obstacles and false starts had to be overcome ï but just 
before Easter this year both of these ambitions were realised. And 
although there are bound to be a few who preferred the former 
arrangements (which were at the same time both more private and 
bracing) ï everyone else seems to have been delighted with the 
improvements.  

As I indicated at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, the cost of the 
entire project has been met by Anne Marston, and we all owe her an 
enormous debt of gratitude ï as do our numerous visitors, and as will 
many generations to come. The long-anticipated return visit of Bishop 
Trevor at the end of September to see for himself the difference the new 
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porch and glass doors have made, and to dedicate them, as well as the 
new servery, together with the memorial bench (restored through the 
generosity of the family of Mollie Piper-Lane) marks the end of the five- 
year building programme I instituted soon after arriving.  

Although the timing is not entirely coincidental, things have nevertheless 
worked out rather well. The nature of parish ministry means that vicars 
really do need to come and go at regular intervals, not so frequently as to 
cause continual disruption ï but not so infrequently as to lead to 
complacency and staleness. Periodic change is good for both clergy and 
congregations, although it might not always feel like that at the time.   

Any change of any sort at any time is fraught with both risks and 
possibilities: the two inevitably go hand in hand. Change itself (by 
definition) involves a leap in the dark: itôs an act of faith, a reaching out 
into the unknown. The other side of that risk is the real potential for 
growth.  

Each vicar has his or her own style, and makes his or her own particular 
mark. Some change (like some vicars) may be more to our taste than 
others, but a new approach always brings with it the opportunity for 
development in different directions. I will bring a new perspective to the 
Week St Mary benefice, compared to my predecessor there, just as my 
successor will do here in St Leonardôs.  

That said, I would like to think that the PCC, through the parish 
representatives they choose, will do their best to ensure that the person 
appointed is sympathetic to the distinctive liturgical style of St Leonardôs, 
together with the Open and Inclusive approach to faith, which are such 
distinctive features of the parish, and which are valued by so many 
people. But although I will (rightly) have no say in any of this, I will be 
watching developments from afar with a keen interest, as it is simply not 
possible to be fully involved in the life of a parish one month and 
completely detached and not even remotely concerned about it the next. 
And whilst moving on is the right thing to do, as the final service draws 
nearer, the prospect of leaving St Leonardôs, with the many good friends 
weôve made, becomes ever harder. But it would be unutterably sad, if it 
were easy.   

Yours in Christ, 

Tony 
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Editorial Jottings 

As I write my jottings this month you find me (with Monty the dog) 
completing my last Crypt duty of the season. It is gloriously warm outside 
in the sunshine and the temperature belies the reality that autumn is well 
and truly here. September sees the end of the Crypt season and itôs 
pleasing to record that visitor numbers have been buoyant with takings 
likely to reach last yearôs record breaking total of £7,000. Mike Umbersô 
article on page 10 on the Crypt is particularly timely as we come to the 
end of another visitor season. 

Our cover picture reflects something of our glorious September weather. 
St Leonardôs is seen here from an unusual angle. My thanks go to Pat 
Sennett for this lovely photograph. The seasonal theme continues with 
Seanôs article on harvest and an article from ñThe Tabletò, a Roman 
Catholic periodical, drawn to my attention by Libby Epps, is the basis for 
the article entitled Divine Evolution (page 19)  

Not entirely unrelated to other events in the parish and prompted by our 
financial difficulties you will find a short article on ñDeath and Taxesò. 
Please do consider carefully and prayerfully whether this article should 
prompt you into leaving a gift to the parish in your will. 

Tony and Patôs departure to pastures fresh is drawing ever closer. You will 
find details of plans for Tonyôs final service, farewell lunch and details of 
his induction in Cornwall on page 7. There is also a brief note on 
arrangements for the interregnum ï more next month; watch this space.  

Copy for the November magazine will need to be with me by Friday 
October 17

th
. 

Pat Chipping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for October 
October 5th (Sixteenth after Trinity)                      October 12th (Seventeenth after Trinity) 

Isaiah 5:1-7    Isaiah 25:1-9                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Philippians 3:4b-14    Philippians  4:1-9                                                                                                                                                                                         
Matthew 21:33-end                                                    Matthew 22:1-14 

October 19th (Eighteenth after Trinity)                  October 26th (Last after Trinity)                                                                                                                                                                               
Isaiah 45:1-7    Leviticus 19:1,2,15-18 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10    1 Thessalonians 2:1-8                                                         
Matthew 22:15-22    Matthew 22:34-end 
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Through the month of October  

Friday 3
rd

   Meeting Point 
2.30pm   St. Johnôs Hall, Albert Lane, Hythe 
    Speaker: James Gilbert ï St. Johnôs Ambulance 
 
Tuesday 14

th
  Julian Meeting, St. Leonardôs Church 

10.30am 
 
Saturday 4

th
  Lees Court Music 

7.30pm   Performing an ñEnglish Heritage Trailò of choral 
    Music, St. Leonardôs Church 
 
Saturday 11

th 
  Jongenskoor Dalfsen 

7.30pm   A renowned men and boys church choir from  
The Netherlands performing the Fauré Requiem 
St. Leonardôs Church 

 
Friday 17

th
  David Flood ï Organ recital 

7.30pm Works by Bach, Franck, Widor and Messiaen 
 St. Leonardôs Church 
 
Monday 20

th
 Joint Council Meeting, 

4.00pm St. Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre 
 

 
 

 

TOGETHER IN PRAYER 
 
A service of Prayer and Praise arranged by the local committee in Hythe 
and Saltwood of Womenôs World Day of Prayer will be held on Friday 24

th
 

October at 2.00pm at St. Peterôs and St. Paulôs Church, Saltwood. 
 
You are welcome to join us for light refreshments after the service. 
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PARISH REGISTERS:  25
TH

 AUGUST ï 25
TH

 SEPTEMBER 
 
Baptisms 
31

st
 August Zachary Robert Bradbeer 

 
Weddings   
30

th
 August Kirsty Nicholl and Richard Foster 

30
th
 August Wedding Blessing: Maximilian and Laura Rossing 

 
 
Rest in Peace 
27

th
 August  Ruby Alice Giles aged 93 

11
th
 September Vera May Phillips aged 94 

 

 
Saying Goodbye 
 

Tony's final service will be on Sunday 16th November. This will be 
followed by a ñbring and shareò lunch. Please do put the date in your diary 
and join us on that day - we will have the opportunity to thank Tony and 
Pat for their ministry among us and wish them well as they make the 
transition to life in Cornwall. 

Tony's induction will be 7 pm on Thursday December 4th at Week St 
Mary Church. As Tony pointed out, it is unlikely that many from this parish 
will make the long journey west. If you are planning to attend, or would 
like to but are unsure about the practicalities, please let one of us know. 

We are just beginning to make arrangements for the interregnum and it's 
too early to provide any real detail. We are hoping to maintain our present 
pattern of services and are extremely grateful for the assistance already 
offered by John Wright, Desmond Sampson and Tricia Hill which allows 
us to fill in some of the gaps on the rota. We will be working hard over the 
next weeks and months to ensure our parish can continue to enjoy our 
present pattern of worship and that we can grow together as a 
congregation of God's people here in Hythe. Once again watch this space 
- we will have more detail by the time we go press next month. 

Pat Chipping & Jane Spencer 
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Prayer Prompts for October 

1
st 

- Tony and Pat

2
nd 

- Our Lay Readers and ALMs 

3
rd 

- Palmarsh School 

4
th 

-  Hythe Bay School 

5
th
 -  St Leonardôs 

6
th 

- Peace in our world   

7
th
 -  Holy Cross after school club  

8
th 

-  Our Churchwardens 

9
th 

- The Mayor and Town Council 

10
th
 - Our Treasurer 

11
th 

- Our Choirs 

12
th 

- Holy Cross    

13
th 

- Archbishop Justin 

14
th 

- The Julian Meeting 

15
th
- The Standing Committee 

16
th 

- Church finances 

17
th 

- Servers in our churches 

18
th
 - Suzanne Murray-Jones in Pakistan 

19
th 

- St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre 

20
th
- Archdeacon Philip 

21
st
 - The Methodist ministry team 

22
nd 

- The work of Canterbury Oast Trust 

23
rd 

- Bishop Trevor 

24
th 

- The Social Committee 

25
th 

- The PCC 

26
th 

- Arrangements for the interregnum 

27
th 

-  Local hospitals 

28
th 

- Age UK  

29
th 

- Local industry 

30
th 

- The bereaved 

31
st
- The Rainbow Centre 

Prayer for October 

Heavenly Father, who called your 
Church to witness that you were in 
Christ reconciling the world to 
yourself: help us to bring trust where 
there is fear, understanding where 
there is prejudice and hope where 
there is despair, that the world may 
know the power of your reconciling 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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The Other Conundrum 
Following on from my September article, here is 
another picture of the untidy state of the Crypt in 
past times. It was not until the mid-19th Century 
that shelves were built; before that, if skulls and 
bones spilled across the floor, there would have 
been little room for those (weekly?) medieval 
processions which probably included the whole 
congregation. Yet expert opinion today agrees 
that the reason for building this ócorridorô when 
the Chancel was extended in the 13th Century 

was to provide a route round the Church to carry the Holy Relic on 
consecrated ground, and that the bones came from the graves in the 
South East corner of the churchyard. 
There are reckoned to be thighbones and skulls from around 2,000 
people in the Crypt; it cannot be that anything like that number were 
buried in that small area of the churchyard. Graves were re-cycled in 
those sensible times and the removal of the odd bone when digging a 
new grave was normal: witness Hamlet, who watches the sexton turn up 
a skull as he digs Opheliaôs grave, and asks óWhose was it?ô If Hamlet is 
around 25 in the play, and he remembers Yorick carrying him aloft, some 
20 years is a very reasonable time for a grave to be left before being re-
used. (Coffins were not used, nor grave markers for ordinary folk.)  Every 
parish church had its ócharnel houseô for displaced bones and there they 
quickly rotted away.   

It was still usual to re-cycle older plots in 
Victorian times. Artist Henry Bowler exhibited 
this picture in 1855; the mourner stares down 
into the newly dug hole, sees the disturbed 
bones alongside and asks óCan these dry 
bones live?ô An affirmative hopeful answer is 
given by the fresh leaves, the word Resurgam 
(óI shall rise againô) on the headstone, and the 
bright butterfly on the skull. But even as it was 
painted, Darwin was at work on óThe Origin of 
Speciesô and soon this touching faith was 
being questioned as never before. 
Presumably our displaced bones waited in the 
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open for perhaps two years or more during the building of the Chancel, 
and on completion the thigh bones and skulls were stacked inside, and 
the remaining bones of lesser importance placed in a charnel house to 
rot. It must initially have been a very small pile ï there surely cannot have 
been more than 20 or 30 graves in that small site, so there would have 
been plenty of room for the Processions at first.  But bones would have 
been added later, not (as was once thought) from battles, still less from 
victims of plague, but from later re-cycled graves, and possibly from other 
Hythe churchyards in following years as these were disposed of.  And 
once the Processions ceased at the Reformation, there was no need for a 
corridor, the steps outside the North door were no longer used and were 
allowed to fill up with soil from above, the very doorway at the North end 
was forgotten we are told, and the bone-pile within could fill half the width 
of the vault as in the picture and as it does now. 
I believe that the elevated Chancel in St Leonardôs Church was created 
only in part to provide a processional route on consecrated ground ï that 
could have been easily and far more cheaply accommodated outside, at 
the East end of the building. Another reason, equally important, must 
have been to dramatise the Chancel and Altar ï uniquely impressive still 
ï to mirror the design of Canterbury Cathedral: this was the first English 
church the Pilgrims en-route from the mainland Continent would enter; it 
was proudly visible from Hythe Harbour, it lay on their route to Becketôs 
tomb, and it had additional importance in containing the relic of a Norman 
Saint (to the chagrin of Saltwood, which wanted a share of the income 
this generated!)  It was just over the hill from the Archbishopôs country 
residence, Saltwood Castle, and the Archbishop, probably Stephen 
Langton at the time of the extension, was boasting (true to character) the 
skill of the English at church-building to Johnnie Frenchman, and 
providing the Pilgrims with óan antechamber to the Canterbury 
experienceô.   
Mike Umbers                                                                                                            

 
Death and Taxes 

It was the American politician Benjamin Franklin (1706-90) who pointed 
out that "'In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and 
taxes." Despite the inevitability of death it is surprising that over half of the 
UK adult population have not made a will. Letôs hope that our readers are 
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better prepared than this. Seriously, if you havenôt made a will you really 
should ï if you donôt your possessions are divided under a complex 
formula and, whilst family and partners should benefit, unrelated friends 
and good causes get nothing.  

For nearly 500 years the Church of England has encouraged people to 
make a will. When Archbishop Thomas Cranmer wrote the first English 
Prayer book he reminded people to ñsettle their estates whilst they are in 
good healthò. Charities are good at asking people to remember them in 
their wills and the big charities are pretty successful at this. For example 
the RSPCA received £63 million in 2013 (over 50% of its total income) in 
legacies and the RNLI £94 million (over 60% of its total income).  

So why are we writing about this? Members of the congregation and 
regular readers of this magazine will be aware that as a parish we face 
increasing financial difficulties. A quick review of our regular giving 
suggests that many of our congregation give generously week by week 
and we find it hard to see where we might make up the present shortfall. 
It could be that a gift in a will might prevent future treasurers and PCCs 
grappling with the problem we currently face. Over the centuries 
generous members have left gifts in their wills to the local churches that 
have been vital to their parishesô mission and ministry. Legacy gifts could 
make the difference between our wonderful church building falling into 
disrepair or being maintained in its present splendid state ï old buildings 
like St Leonardôs are not cheap to run. If you are thinking of making or 
revising your will please consider leaving a gift to the Church. Brian will 
be pleased to provide further literature to assist in the process ï it isnôt 
difficult or expensive to add a codicil to a will. 

Finally not only is death inevitable but so are taxes in life and in death. 
HM Revenue and Customs will take a slice of estates over £325,000 
(you only have to own a large house and have a few modest savings to 
hit this limit). Were you aware that a recent change in legislation means 
that by giving 10% of your eligible estate to charity you can reduce the 
inheritance tax on your estate to 36% rather than 40%? Maybe a revision 
of our wills to include a gift to the Church could be a tax efficient 
measure as well as expressing our gratitude to God for all the blessings 
He has given us. 

Brian Bishop, Pat Chipping and Jane Spencer 
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St Leonardôs Church pulpit mosaics 

When I was asked to have a look at the damage to the pulpit on one of 
the angelôs faces I felt I could do a better job than the previous restorer.  

Initially I had to remove the previous 
órestorationô being careful not to dislodge any 
of the existing pieces. I extracted the original 
smalti* to use in my restoration.  
*Smalti is the traditional glass that was used 
by the Victorian mosaicists who made the 
original mosaics for the pulpit. The glass is 
made into ópancakesô about 1cm thick and 
this glass is then sliced up into small blocks 
by hand. This process makes the glass have 
a textured effect rather than being completely 
smooth and this texture reflects the light in 
different ways making the mosaic more 
visually interesting. 
As I removed the pieces I became aware that 
light was coming through from the other side. 
A look behind the pulpit showed that the light 

matched a hole which had been drilled when 
an electrical cable had been installed. The 

next step was to remove the tiny pieces of smalti from the brown fixative. 
Some are only 1 or 2 millimetres in diameter and to make sure I hadnôt 
missed any pieces, the cement was kept and checked through carefully at 
my studio. I filled the space with a cement and latex mix which expands 
and contracts with changes in temperature and is less likely to crack or 
damage the existing mosaic. 
The next stage was to work out where the pieces might have been in the 
original mosaic. Not only was this a puzzle with 6 possible positions per 
tile but it was compounded by the previous restorer having inserted some 
tiles upside-down! 
Once I had arranged these in the best position, I needed to try to match 
the colours with the glass at my disposal. Interestingly, the closest colour 
match for the blues and pinkish-browns came not from my collection of 
smalti but from some modern tiles. I decided that it was best to make the 
colour-matches as close to the original as possible to blend in. 

Previous restoration 



 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

In all my careful planning the one thing I hadnôt taken into account was 
the force of gravity. The original mosaicists would have been placing their 
smalti pieces (known as tesserae) into a bed of lime which would have 
been horizontal or slightly inclined. Once the pieces were all in position 
they would have been coated with rabbit glue and stuck to skin or 
material. They would then have been bedded into the pulpit and the 
material soaked off. 
I found that it was hard enough to hold a small piece of smalti up to the 
original to check I had cut it the right shape before I fixed it with the 
cement/latex mix and frequently pieces fell from my grasp or dropped to 
the floor before they were securely fixed. As a consequence in the first 
two hours I had only managed to complete the face. It then seemed a 
suitable time to stop for lunch, but I foolishly touched one of the pieces 
just at the moment the fixative loses its stickiness and several pieces fell 
off! I consoled myself with the thought that I had managed not to utter any 
profanities and that my second attempt would prove better. 

The following day I had better luck 
with the wings which were composed 
of much larger pieces, some of 
which were as much as 3 or 4 
millimetres square (about 1/8ò). I was 
fortunate to have the other angels for 
comparison. As they alternate 
around the pulpit some have blue 

wings above pink and others have pink wings 
above brown. My best moment came from 

finding the exact place where the one remaining piece of gold from the 
original would have gone. As soon as I placed it, the shape of the wing 
above was beautifully defined. Despite the fact that it took over 10 hoursô 
work from start to finish and this was only to replace 60 tiles I very much 
enjoyed the challenge and am pleased that my restoration blends in 
better with the beautiful original than the previous one did. Strangely, 
more than 10 years ago I was asked to look at the damage. I knew I didnôt 
have the skills to work with smalti but it inspired me to go to Ravenna in 
Italy for a weekôs course to learn this traditional mosaic method. 

One of the larger tesserae 
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This was before I had my shop in 
Folkestone and before my husband and 
I moved to Hythe. I feel a good sense of 
completion and am pleased to be able 
to give something back to my 
community. I am also pleased the that 
pulpit mosaic inspired me to further my 
mosaic skills all those years ago. 
 
Jo Letchford 

  

More of Jo Letchfordôs work can be 
seen at her shop Jo Letchford  
Mosaics, 43 The Old High Street, 
Folkestone, Kent CT20 1RL. She also 
runs day courses in mosaic making 
and has recently been given a chapter 
devoted to her work in óMasters of 
Mosaicô by Oliver Budd, pub. Robert 
Hale 2014                  
www.joletchfordmosaics.co.uk 

 

 Jo hard at work 

Restoration complete, 10 hours and  

60 tesserae placed 
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Reminiscences of an Irish Harvest  
 

I am the first of Motherôs line to be born outside Ireland since the 
settlement there of the Normans, and throughout childhood we would 
return to Islandtarsney for as much and as many of the warmer months 
as possible.  Now empty, some of the buildingôs ridge has perished with 
patches of thatch collapsed, but the farm is still the family homestead and 
it, and all the neighbour lands, are still my cousinôs farms. 

The central room of the 
house is from cobbled floor 
to roof flanked by a small 
lower and upper room at 
each end. The two upper 
rooms were tiny but slept 
all ten children of Mumôs 
generation. The bottom left 
window is in the room 

which was the birthplace of many generations over the centuries and 
bottom right was the parlour ï only used for the priest and for laying out. 

Threshing (harvest) would start in mid-August, yet had to be fitted within 
the normal farm routine.  The neighbouring farms sped up milking so all 
hands could help each other on a full dayôs threshing at whichever farm.  

I rose with the 6.00 Angelus chimes to bring in the cows, draw the water 
and start the milking generator (no electricity or taps until mid-60s).  After 
milking, breakfast would be speedy; horses and machinery had to be 
gathered and harnessed or connected, duties delegated and work begun. 

When I was very young, my role was quite simple 
but horse power, assisted by the tractor, was 
replaced by the combine harvester after Grandad 
died in the mid-60s. Sacks of grain (at 14 stone 
each) were beyond my ability to carry, but I could 
pour the bearers their beer from the firkins where 
the sacks were placed.  

My uncle Bob writes in his Reflections of Rural Ireland, ñThe kitchen was 
a hive of activity for the housewife; her reputation in the parish was on the 
line as there would be comparisons as to the timing, quality and quantity 


