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Church Services 

Sundays 
 

ST LEONARDôS PARISH CHURCH, Oak Walk  

8.00am   Holy Communion BCP (said) 

9.30am   Parish Communion 
6.30pm   Sung Evensong  

 

 

ST MICHAELôS METHODIST-ANGLICAN CHURCH CENTRE  

Rampart Road  
7.30am    Holy Communion (BCP) ï alternate Sundays  
11.00am   Morning Worship ï 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Sundays 

11.00am   Matins and shortened Holy Communion (BCP) ï 2
nd

 & 5
th
 Sundays 

11.00am   Methodist Holy Communion Service ï 4
th
 Sunday 

 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Jubilee Close, Palmarsh     
11am      Holy Communion ï 1

st
, 3

rd
 & 5

th
 Sundays 

               Morning Worship ï 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Sundays 

 

Weekdays 
St Leonardôs Monday &Tuesdays 8.00am Morning Prayer 
 Thursdays 9.15am Holy Communion 
St Michaelôs Tuesdays 11.00am Holy Communion 
 

Baptisms and Marriages: Apply to the Parish Office (Tel 262370) 

Parish Office open:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.00am ï 12.30pm 

 

Website: www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org 

 

 

 

 
       

 

 
 

 

HYTHE PARISH R  
 

T 

The Parish is served by three churches:  St Leonardôs, Holy Cross and the  
St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre. 
 
Our mission is summed up in the following statement: 
Proclaiming the Good News of Godôs love through Jesus Christ and showing that love 
to all people. 

The whole worshipping congregation in each church in our parish has responsibility for 
the delivery of that message but you may find useful information in the Parish 
Directory on the inside of the back cover. 
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HYTHE PARISH REVIEW      March 
Dear Friends, 
Lots of people find the modern world a challenging place. Things are so 
fast-moving that they hanker back to a time when the pace of life was 
slower. A simpler, less frenetic, and less materialistic age; a time when 
people had less but were happier. A time when there were no such things 
as washing machines or central heating or foreign holidays but when 
people were all the better for it. And the fact that such a time may have 
never actually existed, in no way prevents it from continuing to exert a 
significant emotional pull on many of those around us. 

Itôs against this background of less (allegedly) equalling more, that the 
Church moves into Lent, traditionally a time when Christians engage in 
fasts of one kind or another, as a spiritual discipline. A time when a 
degree of hunger is often embraced in order to bring about, in some 
mysterious way, a measure of spiritual growth.  

And this is why thereôs something entirely seasonally appropriate about 
the recent news that, between April and September last year, some 
500,000 of our fellow citizens made use of at least one of the proliferating 
number of food banks around the country, with over 5,000 people 
receiving treatment for malnutrition during 2013.  

Itôs staggering that so many people are undergoing, on a daily basis, a 
significantly-enhanced version of the deprivation that most of us engage 
in (voluntarily, if at all) for only a few short weeks at this time of year But 
then, if doing without some of the things we like for a short period is 
deemed a good thing, maybe itôs even better that so many are doing 
without so many more things, on a permanent basis.  

Itôs thinking like this that is presumably behind the latest survey, which 
shows a majority of churchgoers are enthusiastically supportive of the 
governmentôs austerity programme, and thoroughly approve of the many 
ways in which welfare payments are being curtailed. It would be 
uncharitable to suggest that those who think like this (who are, to repeat, 
the majority of churchgoers) have no feelings towards the poor.  It would 
be just as outrageous to suggest that their support for welfare cuts was in 
any way connected to an anticipation of lower personal taxes as a result.  
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The only reasonable and non-cynical interpretation of these findings must 
be something along the lines that making things tougher for those who 
are already finding things tough, is (like Lent) character-building. That if a 
bit of hardship is good for the soul, a lot of it is bound to be better.  

But the obvious question that follows is: if itôs good (enough) for them ï 
why not extend it? If reducing benefits (or indeed ï via the many ways in 
which ósanctionsô can be imposed ï cutting them off altogether) 
encourages thrift and self-reliance, shouldnôt the principle be applied 
across the board? And so whilst those of working age who rely on welfare 
payments (whether because theyôre in badly-paid work, or can only find 
part-time work, or are unable to find any work at all) are facing such 
hardship;  why should those in receipt of state pensions, which is where 
half the welfare budget goes and which accounts for fifteen times as 
much expenditure as the Jobseekersô allowance, be exempt?  

There are, of course, plenty of poor pensioners, who would suffer as a 
result ï just as there are plenty of poor young people, who are already 
suffering. But because thereôs no good reason to privilege one group over 
the other, if the policy is morally unacceptable with regard to one group ï 
itôs also morally unacceptable with regard to the other. 

In such circumstances, when hundreds of thousands of people in our 
country (one of the richest in the world) are struggling to stay fed, housed 
and warm, itôs verging on the piously self-indulgent for those of us who 
are in nothing remotely resembling dire straits, to choose simply to deny 
ourselves some luxury or other in order to ókeep Lentô.  

Itôs no coincidence that the Old Testament reading for Ash Wednesday is 
always Isaiah 58, which pours scorn on the idea of people engaging in 
ritualised acts of self-abasement ï and instead thunders on about the 
need to (among many other things) óshare your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your houseô.  

The Rainbow Centre does splendid work in the local area, and itôs 
obviously good the way that groceries are brought along to St Leonardôs 
and put in the Rainbow box. And thereôs a certain logic in the current 
efforts being made to set up a food bank at the Rainbow Centre.  

But this isnôt what that passage from Isaiah is urging us to do. Thereôs an 
obvious need to provide short-term help for those in the midst of a crisis. 
But when hundreds of thousands of people are in such need on a regular 
basis, itôs not an emergency ï but a national disgrace. The answer isnôt 
the setting up of ever more food banks ï but ensuring that the welfare 
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system we have is fit for purpose. Isaiah was, like so many of the Old 
Testament prophets, passionate about social justice. He was (as they all 
were) highly critical of social and economic arrangements that benefited 
the few at the expense of the many. He was (as they all were) 
incandescent about the way selfishness and greed led to the glaring 
inequalities he could see all around him ï and which are alive and well in 
Hythe and Folkestone right now.  

Given the outrageous (and growing) levels of hardship in our society, our 
Lenten discipline should surely involve a determination to help change the 
terms in which the óbenefits cultureô gets discussed. To help those around 
us to recognise that it is not beyond what our nation can afford to ensure 
that no one in Britain, whatever their personal circumstances, should ever 
have to go to sleep hungry or cold or on the streets. And that, in 21

st
 

century Britain, having enough food to eat, somewhere decent to live, and 
being able to keep warm are not luxuries, or things subject to conditions ï 
but basic human rights.   

My prayer this Lent is that we as a church community take seriously the 
needs of those whose lives are an ongoing nightmare, and that we do all 
we can to raise the volume and tone of the discussion, so that 
government can no longer ignore the demands for social justice that are 
now coming from across all the churches. And that as a result the New 
Life we proclaim at Easter, starts to make an appearance in the many 
lives that are currently experiencing such desperation. 

Yours in Christ,  

Tony 

Editorial Jottings 

Very little space this month for editorial ramblings ï with Lent almost here 
and signs of spring all around us the magazine this month is full of 
information about local events both within and outside the parish. From a 
mere three entries in the events diary last month we now have a full page 
of events. Furthermore, the events diary doesnôt include the Lent Course 
dates ï details of this course can be found on pages 15 and 16. March 
promises to be busy! 

The deadline for contributions to the April magazine will be Friday 21
st
 

March. 

Pat Chipping 
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Through the month of March 

 
Tuesday 4

th
  M ónô M ï Maureen Galea & Margaret Roberts 

12 noon   (four hands at one piano)  
    Lunchtime piano recital - St. Leonardôs Church 
 
Friday 7

TH
    Womenôs World Day of Prayer 

2.00pm   will be celebrated in St. Leonardôs Church. 
    It has been prepared by Christian women of Egypt  
    and its theme ñStreams in the Desertò 
 
2.30pm   Meeting Point 
    St. Johnôs Hall, Albert Lane, Hythe 
    Speaker: Cleo Smith ï Age UK 
 
Monday 10th  Standing Committee - the Vicarage 
4.00pm

 

  
Tuesday 11

th
 Julian Meeting - St. Leonardôs Church 

10.30am 
 
2.30pm A Illustrated talk by John Woodward 
 The Story of a Small Garden 
 Followed by afternoon tea  
 St. Michaelôs Church Centre 
 
Thursday 13

th
 School Church Day - St. Leonardôs 

9.45am 
 
Thursday 20

th
 PCC Meeting ï St. Michaelôs Church Centre 

 
Wednesday 26

th
 Robert Drury (classical guitar) 

12 noon St. Leonardôs Church 
 
Saturday 29th  Womenôs Breakfast ï Hythe Bay School 
9.00-11.00am Speaker : The Venerable Philip R. Down 
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PARISH REGISTERS:  21

ST
 JANUARY ï 25

TH
 FEBRUARY 2014 

 
Baptisms 
26

th
 January Alice Rosalie Orrell 

   Benjamin Yves Charles Wilson 
   Faye Isabella Newman 
   Oliver William Newman 
  
Rest in Peace 
21

st
 January Norma Alexandra Edith Harding - aged 90 

22
nd

 January David Cornwall Newberry - aged 64 
23

rd
 January Gladys Rosina Milton - aged 104 

23
rd

 January Elizabeth Isabel Green - aged 81  
30

th
 January Hildegund Margarete Whorlow - aged 75 

17
th
 February John William Creamer - aged 89 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings for March 
March 2nd (Next before Lent)                                           March 9th (First of Lent) 

Exodus 24:12-end                                                                 Genesis 2:15-17,3:1-7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
2 Peter 1:16-end                                                                   Romans 5:12-19                                                                                                                                               
Matthew 17:1-9                                                                     Matthew 4:1-11 

March 16th (Second of Lent)                                           March 23th (Third of Lent)                                                                                                                                         
Genesis 12:1-4a                                                               Exodus 17:1-7 
Romans 4:1-5,13-17                                                        Romans 5:1-11 
John 3:1-17                                                                     John 4:5-42                                                 

                                                       March 30th (Mothering Sunday) 
                                                     Exodus 2:1-10 
                                                     Colossians 3:12-17 
                                                     Luke 2:33-35 

                                                     

                    
 

                                                   

 
 
 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 
 

Guides Needed 

St Leonardôs Church attracts many visitors, sometimes in groups, 
especially in summer, and they often ask for a Guided Tour of the Crypt 
and Church. The number of Qualified Guides is now much reduced 
through deaths and removals, and we are seeking to train more. If you 
are interested, please get in touch with Mike Umbers on 265118 
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WOMENôS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
will be celebrated in St Leonardôs Church  

on Friday, 7
th
 March at 2.00pm 

 
The service has been prepared by Christian women of Egypt and its 

theme 
ñStreams in the Desertò 

 
 

Streams in the Desert 
Womenôs World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church 
organisation which enables us to hear voices of women from all parts of 
the world: their hopes, concerns and prayers. Extensive preparation takes 
place with meetings at international national and regional levels. This year 
this uses a programme of worship offered by the women of Egypt.The 
theme of the service is ñStreams in the Desertò and we are asked to 
reflect our Christian role of being a ñstream in the desertò for those who 
expeience spiritual drought.  

Adapted from the WWDP press release 

Celtic Summer 2014 8th-16th July 

St Chad's College, Durham, will be hosting a week - long reflection on 
how Christianity established itself in England in the 7th/8th centuries. We 
live in University accommodation next door to the magnificent Durham 
Cathedral and enjoy trips out to Lindisfarne, Bamburgh, Whitby, 
Lastingham, Monkwearmouth and Jarrow as we follow in the footsteps of 
the Venerable Bede as well as those of St Aidan, St Cuthbert, St Cedd 
and St Hilda - along with all those who baptised the early believers. There 
are services, talks and lectures throughout the fascinating week. 
The cost for the week starts at £498 and single rooms are no extra! 
 

For further information please contact: 

Rene Siva 
01992 576 065 

lightline@bramptonmedia.co.uk 
www.lightline.org.uk  

mailto:lightline@bramptonmedia.co.uk
mailto:lightline@bramptonmedia.co.uk
http://bramptonmedia.co.uk/index.php?subid=635&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=132&mailid=176
http://bramptonmedia.co.uk/index.php?subid=635&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=132&mailid=176
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Prayer Prompts for March 
1

st 
-   Tony and Pat

2
nd 

-  St Leonardôs 

3
rd 

-   Hythe Bay School 

4
th 

-   Holy Cross after school club 

5
th
 -  Our Lay Readers and ALMs 

6
th 

-   The Mayor and Town Council 

7
th
 -  Bishop Trevor 

8
th 

-  Those affected by flooding 

9
th 

-  Holy Cross    

10
th
- Palmarsh School 

11
th 

- The Julian Group 

12
th 

- Our Treasurer 

13
th 

- The bereaved 

14
th 

- Our Churchwardens 

15
th
- Our choirs 

16
th 

- St Michaelôs Methodist ï Anglican Church Centre 

17
th 

-The Methodist ministry team 

18
th
 - Archbishop Justin 

19
th 

- The PCC 

20
th
- Church finances 

21
st
 - Servers in our churches 

22
nd 

- Suzanne Murray-Jones in Pakistan 

23
rd 

- The work of CINDI(K) 

24
th 

- Local industry 

25
th 

- Peace in our world 

26
th 

-  The Rainbow Centre 

27
th 

-  Local hospitals 

28
th 

- Age UK  

29
th 

-The Womenôs breakfast 

30
th
 -Local families 

31
st
 - The Pilgrims Hospice 

           

Prayer for March 

Go before us, Lord, in all we do with 
your most gracious favour, and guide 
us with your continual help, that in all 
our works begun, continued and 
ended in you, we may glorify your 
holy name , and finally by your mercy 
receive everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion prayer ï fourth Sunday 
before Lent 
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The Fourth King 
 

The Story of the Other Wise Man is a long short 
story by Henry van Dyke, an American clergyman, 
initially published in 1895 and since re-told in 
various forms and versions.  It tells of King Artaban, 
the fourth of the Magi, who sold his possessions to 
buy a Ruby, a Sapphire, and a Pearl, all of 
surpassing beauty, and set out to meet up with the 
other Magi to seek the Christ-child.  They expected 
of course to find Him in a palace, surrounded by His 
court, so their gifts had to be worthy of a great King.  
In Lukeôs Gospel it is shepherds who come in from 
the fields to worship the child, but Matthew 
introduces óMagiô: anonymous wise men who follow 
a star until it leads them to Bethlehem.  More details 
about these mysterious figures are supplied by later tradition.  In western 
Christianity they are assumed to have been three in number since three 
gifts are mentioned; eastern tradition gives their number as twelve.  Their 
names (Balthasar, Melchior, and Caspar) are a later addition to the story. 
The fact that they are wealthy and converse with King Herod leads to 
their identification as Kings, though the Greek word magos means óto 
have powerô making them simply practitioners of eastern magical arts, 
and of course the connection between magic and astrology is reflected in 
their fascination with the star. The gifts they bring, Gold and Frankincense 
and Myrrh, have special symbolic relevance for the life and death of 
Jesus though of course they have no scriptural authority.  Artabanôs 
jewels represent the best of Godôs Creation, perfection in form.  Here is 
one version of the story in brief.  

 ñArtaban was renowned for his kindness and compassion and as he 
hurries across the desert to the rendezvous with the other Magi he comes 
across a sick Jew who supplicates his help.  Artaban stays with him, has 
him cured at the cost of the Ruby, and so misses the caravan to 
Bethlehem.  When he does arrive there he finds that the family of 
Nazarenes has already fled to escape Herodôs jealous wrath; indeed, 
Herodôs soldiers are even now at work killing the children and one 
distraught mother pleads for her son.  Artaban bribes the soldier to spare 
him ï with the Sapphire. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_van_Dyke
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ñThirty-three years of the life of Artaban pass away; he is still a pilgrim. 
His hair is now white, his eyes dull, his movements slow, but still he seeks 
his King.  He enters Jerusalem at the season of the Passover and the city 
is thronged with strangers all moving with great noise in one direction. He 
asks the cause of the tumult and they tell him they are going to a place 
called Golgotha outside the city walls where two famous robbers are 
about to be crucified along with a Nazarene who has said he is the Son of 
God. The Nazarene had done wonderful works among the people but has 
upset the priests by his claim that he is the King of the Jews.  Could this 
be the end of Artabanôs search?  Could the Pearl, his last remaining gift, 
still be used to ransom his King? He follows the multitude but just by the 
City gate he comes across soldiers dragging a young girl with torn dress 
and dishevelled hair. She breaks free from the hands of her captors and 
throws herself at his feet begging for help. Her father is dead and she has 
been seized for his debts.  Artaban trembles.  Is this his great opportunity 
or his last temptation?  What to do? He takes the pearl from his bosom. 
Never had it seemed so luminous, so radiant.  He places it in her hands.  

ñSuddenly darkness covers the sky, the earth trembles, the houses sway 
and shake, and a roof tile crashes down and strikes Artaban a fatal blow 
on the forehead.  He tries to murmur an apology for the failure of his life-
long pilgrimage, and a low sweet voice replies: óInasmuch as you gave 
your gifts unto the least of these, my brethren, you gave them unto me.ô  
Artabanôs journey was ended.  His treasures were accepted. The fourth 
Wise Man had found his King.ò 

I had never heard this memorable story; there are other more poetic 
versions but this is the meat of it.  Bob Nott, a fellow-member of St 
Michaelôs congregation, who told it to me, says he used it once in an 
address at a Rotary multi-faith Annual Conference; people were moved 
and affected by it.  I can understand that: it is a story with the right ending, 
a warm and hopeful ending, like the tale of the Good Samaritan and even 
(on a different level) like the Christmas story of Scroogeôs psychological 
transformation.  The world seems the better for it; we need fairy stories, 
they can be life-changing and inspirational. 

Mike Umbers   

Stop Press 

Praise services with readings and music in preparation for Lent 
Holy Cross Church, Sunday 9th March 4pm.  All welcome 
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A Motoristôs Prayer 

From ñthe Friendship Book 1982ò by Francis Gay:- 

ñIn St Leonardôs Church, Hythe, I found this ñMotorists Prayerò. I think it 
has a message for every driver. 

Give me a steady hand, a watchful eye,  
That none may suffer hurt when I pass by. 
Thou givest life; I pray no act of mine 
May take away or mar that gift of Thine. 
Shield those, dear Lord, who bear me company, 
From foolish folk and all calamity.  
Teach me to use my car for othersô need,  
Let me not miss, through witless love of speed, 
The beauties of thy world. That thus I may 
With joy and courtesy go on my way.ò 

I wonder if any of our current readers remember this prayer being 
displayed? 
Geoff German 
 

STADE  
STREET  

GARAGE LTD  
EST 1964  

Air Conditioning Specialist                              Diesel Specialist              

 
Hytheôs longest established family garage.  

We provide a friendly & professional service.  
We supply nearly new Fords and other guaranteed used cars.  

All sales vehicles are fully serviced and come with a minimum of 1 year 
warranty.     

Batteries ï Bodyshop  
Courtesy car available by  

Appointment  
 

Stade Street, Hythe, Kent  CT21 6BD  

Phone 01303 267726  www.stadestreetgarage.co.uk  
 

Diesel Specialist 

http://www.stadestreetgarage.co.uk/
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Womenôs Breakfast 
(Cooked and served by the men)  

 

Saturday 29 th March 2014  

9.00am ¦ 11.00am  
 

Hythe Bay Church of England  

Primary School 
 

Guest Speaker   

The Venerable Philip R. Down 
 

Tickets available NOW Price £6 .00 
Tel: 266264  or  269478  

 

 




