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Church Services 

Sundays 
 

ST LEONARDôS PARISH CHURCH, Oak Walk 

8.00am Holy Communion BCP (said) 
9.30am Parish Communion 
6.30pm Sung Evensong  
 

 

ST MICHAELôS METHODIST-ANGLICAN CHURCH CENTRE 

Rampart Road   
11.00am Morning Worship ï 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 
11.00am Holy Communion (Church of England) 2nd Sundays 
11.00am Methodist Holy Communion Service ï 4th Sunday 
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Jubilee Close, Palmarsh     
11.15am Holy Communion ï 1st and 3rd Sundays  
                  Morning Worship ï 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 
                    

Weekdays 
St Leonardôs Weekdays 8.00am Morning Prayer 
 Thursdays 9.15am Holy Communion 
                          Weekdays                       5.00pm    Evensong 
St Michaelôs Tuesdays 11.00am Holy Communion 
 

Baptisms and Marriages: Apply to the Parish Office (Tel 262370) 
Parish Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.00am ï 12.30pm 

 

Website: www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org 

 

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

 

 

 

T 

The Parish is served by three churches: St Leonardôs, Holy Cross and the 
St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre. 

 
Our mission is summed up in the following statement: 

Proclaiming the Good News of God’s love through Jesus Christ and showing that 
love to all people. 

The whole worshipping congregation in each church in our parish has 
responsibility for the delivery of that message, but you may find useful information 

in the Parish Directory on the inside of the back cover. 
 

http://www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org/
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HYTHE PARISH REVIEW    June  
Dear parishioners and people of Hythe, 

This month I am looking forward to the future in the light of all that you did 
and said in response to "Resourcing our Vision," the "conversation" we had 
during the first part of this year. I have summarised all the responses 
received, and I thank you once again for all the time you took to say useful 
and interesting things about the church, our community, and life in Hythe. 
It was really useful for me, as a "blow-in," and I've learned a great deal from 
what you said. As promised, I will publish that summary. It's with the PCC 
now, awaiting their comments. 

We held our first PCC meeting of the new session last week and had a 
constructive conversation about the future.  The remainder of this letter lays 
out the way I described my impressions of our parish to the PCC, based on 
what I've learnt during my first twenty months and on what you told me in 
Resourcing our Vision. 

Our community is inspired by faith and nourished by our worship, and our 
eyes are open to the many areas of need and opportunity for church 
engagement with the communities in and around Hythe. We are looking 
forward to a closer relationship with our neighbouring parishes of Saltwood 
and Lympne. We are well resourced with energy, ideas and enthusiasm, 
care for one another and for our neighbours. We manage our resources 
well, and have enough money and person-power to initiate projects, and 
we have a realism about how much we can (and should) actually do 
ourselves, and how much we should engage in partnership with other 
organisations to make the best use of skills and expertise. 

 
Our Three Churches 

St Leonardôs church is a sustaining church. It sustains many people 
through its rich worship and strong sense of community and prayerfulness. 
It needs attention from the leadership of the parish to sustain all that is good 
in what happens there today. Through its ministry of regular worship, and 
its attraction as a destination venue for major life events as well as visitors, 
St Leonardôs provides a strong witness to the Christian faith in action.  
 

St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre is a church in 
transition. After five years of a sharing arrangement in practice, it is well-
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placed to be a growing church in an excellent location for the whole 
community. The Joint Council does excellent work in developing and 
managing the sharing arrangements, but some attention needs to be paid 
pastorally and theologically to determine what a shared vision for its future 
could be. Worship and pastoral care will be key to healing past wounds and 
developing a deeper sense of community, identity and trust. These will be 
key foundations for a future in which the parish will hopefully learn how to 
make use of a prime town-centre location.  

Holy Cross is a church in waiting, primed for a future as a centre of 
hospitality, welcome and community activity at the heart of a growing and 
rapidly-changing part of our town and parish. We should expect new 
expressions of church to arise out of the clear call for Holy Cross to be the 
heart of Palmarsh, as it was originally designed and built to be. 
God is clearly calling us to do different things in different places. Geography 
and history both play a large part in the picture of our parish today, and we 
are limited as to how much we can operate as a single parish. 

 
The future of our parish for the foreseeable future is therefore one in which 
complexity will grow, as we attempt to spread the salt and light of our faith 
throughout our town and community. The challenge for us will be to not balk 
at what God is calling us to do, whilst remaining realistic about what we can 
do at any one time.  

We must look at opportunities for partnership to enable members of our 
community to live out their calling without re-inventing the wheel ourselves. 
We must sustain all that nurtures and enriches us in our faith and 
community life, paying appropriate attention to our worship, teaching, and 
discipleship. We must care for and nurture those whom God has already 
entrusted to our care, such as our young choirs and the children of our 
church school. Through those children, the church can make itself known 
and available in attention, love, hospitality and interest in the lives of young 
families. We must make use of the skills and resources of those who are 
committed to our flourishing, such as the wider church, especially through 
the Diocese of Canterbury and the national Church. We must enquire and 
make use of use of grants, skills, advice and resources to build on our 
foundations. We must also take care not to overlook what is already 
growing under our noses, such as our flourishing AfterïSchool Club in 
Palmarsh.  
  
My summary of all that would be something like this: Be aware of the past, 
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and how much it lives with us. Nurture what is growing and good. Build the 
future with confidence that God is leading us into land he has prepared for 
us. 
 
Please continue to pray for the parish, one another, and all the churches in 
and around Hythe as we follow God's call.  

Yours in Christ, 

Andrew 

                                                                                                       

PARISH REGISTERS:   25TH APRIL - 25TH MAY 

Baptisms  
13th May Harry Michael Austin  
Rest in Peace  
10th May Dorothy Harding aged 77 
 

Editorial Jottings 
 
Welcome to the June edition of the Hythe Parish Review ï half way through 
the year already! Whatever happened to the first five months of 2017? Well 
quite a lot when I come to think about it. Weôd barely recovered from 
Christmas when we started to consider how to ñResource our Visionò. This 
is an ongoing piece of work and Andrew has challenged the new PCC to 
review a summary of the comments made and use that thinking to consider 
how we move forward as a parish. You will find a summary of his thoughts, 
in response to the feedback from that exercise, forms the text of the ñVicarôs 
letterò for this month. 

Many of you will now have heard that we will be welcoming a new curate 
in July ï Pru introduces herself to us in an article on page 7. I am a little 
concerned about her intention to adopt an ñelderly, ugly or disabled dogò. 

Readings for June 

June 4th (Pentecost)                                                      June  11th (Trinity Sunday) 

Acts 2:1-21                                                          Isaiah 40:12-17,27-end 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13                                        2 Corinthians 13:11-end 
John 20:19-23                                                     Matthew 28:16-end  
June 18th  ( Civic Sunday)                                             June 25th  (Second after Trinity) 

Exodus 19:2-8a                                                  Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Romans 5:1-8                                                     Romans 6:1b-11                                                                                                                                                
Matthew 9:35-10:8                                              Matthew 10:24-39 
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Monty, my dog, has had enough difficulty sharing his church with Oscar, 
Andrew and Louôs dog. Another dog to contend withé.? Pru, we are 
looking forward to your joining us in the parish. 

This month also sees Civic Sunday on June 18th when we welcome the 
new mayor and town councillors to St Leonardôs. Please note that we will 
join together as a whole parish for worship on that Sunday and the service 
will be at 11 am. 

No space for my further ramblings ï happy reading.  

Pat Chipping 

 

 

 
 

DIARY DATES FOR JUNE 2017 
 
Monday 5th    Cleaning Day, St. Leonardôs Church 

9.00am  

Thursday 8th School Church Day, St. Leonardôs Church 
9.30am - 3.00pm 

Saturday 10th  Primavera Chamber Ensemble 
7.30pm St. Leonardôs Church 

Tuesday 13th    Julian Meeting, St. Leonardôs Church 
10.30am 

Sunday 18th Civic Service, St. Leonardôs Church 
11.00am 

Thursday 22nd   
12 noon Just2 Harp Duo, St. Leonardôs Church 
7.30pm PCC Meeting, Holy Cross Church 

Saturday 24th Verano Quintet, St. Leonardôs Church 
5.00pm 

Thursday 29th School Church Day, St. Leonardôs Church 
9.45am ï noon 
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Introducing Pru Dulley 

My name is Pru (Priscilla on official occasions) 
and, as of July 2nd I will be your new curate. I live 
in West Hampstead in North London and worship 
at St James church, West Hampstead. I also work 
as the Weekend Manager for the social enterprise, 
consisting of post office, cafe, large soft play area 
and gift section, that is housed within the church. 
This was a project set up 4 years ago partly in 
response to the churchôs desire to reach out to the 
local community and partly because the local post 
office was under threat of closure if a new home 
could not be found for it.  It is an incredibly 
inspirational project and I have been lucky enough 

to have been involved in it from the beginning, firstly as a church warden 
and more recently in my current role. My part time ordination training has 
been based at St Augustineôs College, although some of you may be more 
familiar with its old name of SEITE.  

I have been a Christian all my life; I was born at an evangelical theological 
college in Nottingham, where my father taught at the time. I spent most of 
my childhood in the very beautiful, rural county of Rutland where my father 
was then vicar. Being on the inside of vicarage life as a child certainly gives 
one an alternative slant on life. I doubt that there are many other situations 
in family life where you can yell down the stairs to your Dad that the hearse 
has just arrived for him and have such information receive a positive 
response. 

I left school and went straight into nursing, my dream job. I trained in adult 
and paediatric nursing in Cambridge and at Great Ormond Street hospital 
respectively. I ended up in a paediatric accident and emergency 
department. I loved it and I had my whole life mapped out in front of me but 
a back injury shattered those dreams. At 30 I was without the job I loved, 
partially paralysed, in chronic pain and facing a long period of recovery. I 
was incredibly lucky as I had the love and support of family, friends and 
professionals as I tried to come to terms with my new way of life.  To say 
that it wasn't easy is a huge understatement. I never lost my faith but I did 
struggle desperately with trying to understand why God would allow such 
a thing to happen. I had to believe God hadnôt somehow forgotten or 
abandoned me no matter how much it felt like that at times. It was the one 
thing I clung to when praying; worship felt totally beyond me. Spiritual 
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support during this time came in the unexpected shape of an Anglo Catholic 
university chaplain and priest and it was through regular conversations with 
him that my initial curiosity about worship in other traditions was sparked. 
With his encouragement, I started worshipping at my local church which 
was from the high Anglican tradition. The sense of quietness and space 
during worship, the way that all the senses are engaged at different times 
and the structure of prayers and responses that takes one on a journey 
within the service, plus the emphasis on the Eucharist, all made sense to 
me. It still does and I have been going to St James now for 13 years; it is 
my church family and it was from here that God started calling me towards 
ordination about 7 years ago. I wasnôt His most enthusiastic nominee, I 
have to admit; after all I had done enough óvicarringô- by-proxy throughout 
my childhood and hadnôt been impressed by the calling even then. 
Nevertheless, He kept nudging and 3 years ago I started my ordination 
training at St Augustineôs. 

What else about me? Well since I walk with crutches when out and about 
and will need a souped-up mobility scooter to get around the parish you 
can imagine that sports aren't exactly my forte, unless solitaire on an iPad 
counts as a sport, that is! Instead, I love crafty things such as knitting, 
crochet and patchwork and have already noted your fantastic wool and 
fabric shops - I canôt wait! I enjoy reading and a good crime story will keep 
me happy for hours. Choral music is also a favourite.  

I will be bringing with me a cat called Minnie whom I was given to tame 
when she was a tiny feral kitten and, once I am settled in Hythe, I have big 
plans to adopt/foster the most elderly, ugly or disabled dog that needs a 
home. Then he/she and I can travel in style around the parish with little 
care for our collectively malfunctioning legs. Iôm already an avid watcher of 
the Cinque Port Rescue Facebook and webpageéjust in case you 
understand! I am also a big fan of chickens and used to keep bantams 
including Miss Charlotte, who lived to the magnificent age of 13. I suspect, 
however, that restarting a chicken ónunneryô might need to wait for now. So 
that is me in a large-ish nutshell and all it leaves me to say is how very 
much I am looking forward to getting to know you all and the parish as a 
whole and canôt wait to start my curacy in July. 
  
Yours looking hopefully to the future, 
 
Pru Dulley 
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Prayer Prompts for June 

1st - Andrew and Louise

2nd - Archdeacon Philip 

3rd  - The Rainbow Centre 

4th - St Leonardôs 

5th - A Vision for our Parish 

6th - Our Lay Reader and ALMs 

7th - Bishop Trevor 

8th ï The General Election  

9th -  Our Choirs 

10th - Pru Dulley 

11th - Holy Cross    

12th - The Julian Meeting 

13th - Palmarsh School 

14th -  Our Sunday School 

15th - The healing and wholeness ministry of the Church 

16th - Churches Together in Hythe and Saltwood 

17th ï Our churchwardens 

18th - The Mayor and Town Council 

19th - Kent Refugee Action Network (KRAN) 

20th -  Archbishop Justin 

21st - Our Treasurer and Church finances 

22nd - Hythe Bay School 

23rd - The Methodist ministry team 

24th - Servers in our churches 

25th - St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre 

26th - The families of our Parish 

27th - Holy Cross After-school Club 

28th - Newcomers to Hythe 

29th ï Couples preparing to be married in our churches 

30th - Pilgrimsô Hospice 

 

A Prayer for June 

O God, strengthen your servants 
with your heavenly grace, that we 
may continue yours for ever, and 
daily increase in your Holy Spirit 
more and more, until we come to 
your everlasting kingdom. 

Amen 
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A Point of View 

Resourcing Our Vision, the 28 page document that the  Priest-in-Charge of 
the Parish of  St. Leonardôs, Revôd Andrew Sweeney, has distributed 
around the Parish is an attempt to review what we can do to sustain and 
proclaim our faith, through the Church, to the people of Hythe. It raises 
many questions about our Christian calling and responsibility, as the people 
of God, to be effective within our Church and our local community. We await 
the results of the responses that we have carefully thought over and 
handed in for analysis! 

Every worshipping congregation develops in a different way and is very 
dependent on the resources of its members and adherents, along with the 
contribution and support of the local clergy. 

At St. Michaelôs we are, in the main, an elderly mixed group of Methodists 
and Anglicans, some now unable to worship with us as they live in local 
care homes, and others who feel that they are no longer able to make a 
significant contribution to the life of the Church that they have come to 
regard as their home over many years and which they dearly love. Unless 
more people join the congregation, there are not going to be the Office 
holders, and other people taking on the responsibilities, whom every 
Church needs to operate or indeed to make a significant contribution to the 
local community. 

Although there are many groups outside the Church using St. Michaelôs 
premises, there is no effective pastoral support given to the people of those 
organisations by those who are part of the Church.. 

The good news is that there is well-organised pastoral support within the 
worshipping congregation. Apart from the weekly Sunday worship (where, 
we have to admit, there is little continuity of ministry) there is an Anglican 
led Holy Communion Service every Tuesday and the weekly Tuesday 
Fellowship, both of which have a loyal following. 

Many of those who feel part of the Parish are already involved in the local 
community, where they make their contribution as Christians in an active 
and positive way. Some people have suggested that we need to run a 
regular coffee morning or drop-in centre, but at present we do not have 
people to service them! We must have vision, but we also need to be 
realistic and be aware of what is already happening locally. 

For instance, in the past twelve months Age UK in Hythe, which have their 
premises just across the road from us in Stade Street, have a variety of 
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events each week and also working in the community have delivered 
24,091 meals to people at home, tended 51 gardens and carried out 47 
handyperson jobs. The Independent Living (and three times I have typed 
Loving!) Service, looking after people in their homes, has made 1,994 visits 
and the Befriending Service has made 57 visits to people who are 
housebound or withdrawn from society. This and more is a tribute to an 
effective and hard working team to whom many people are exceedingly 
grateful. 

Making an effective contribution by volunteering in the local community 
may be one way of contributing to Resourcing Our Vision rather than 
starting up our own Church-based outreach. To God be the gloryéé 

Dudley Shipton  

 

A Justly Forgotten Story? 
The announcement that the Easter Concert by the Saltwood Choral Society 
this year was to be Handelôs óJephthahô had members scurrying to Google. 
Who he? And what did he do? It quickly turns out that what Handel had him 
do in 1751 was not exactly what the writer of the Book of Judges had him 
do in the 8th century BCE: Handelôs libretto, by the Rev Thomas Morrell, 
comfortingly alters the story and makes it more palatable for the modern 
taste.  

Weôll start with the Bible: Judges Chapter 11 - 12. [Forgive me if I simplify.] 
The anger of the Lord was kindled (again!) against Israel, and this time he 
sold them into the hands of the Ammonites. The elders of Gilead ask 
Jephthah, an outlaw but a warrior of renown, to be their leader and agreed 
that, provided he succeeds in defeating the Ammonites he will be their 
permanent chieftain. So far, so good. Jephthah challenges the Ammonites. 
Then he makes his mistake: he swears an oath:  ‘…and whatever comes 
out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return victorious, shall 
surely be the Lord's, AND I will offer it up as a burnt offering.’ Of course, in 
the event, he is met by his only child, a daughter. But he is bound by his 
vow. The girl asks for two months' grace, ó...that I may go up and down on 
the mountains and weep for my virginityô.  Afterwards Jephthah ódid with 
her according to his vow that he had made’. 

So, a thoroughly unpleasant story, though apparently straightforward. But 
we are already into controversy between scholars: Why is this story so 
similar to that of Idomeneus in Greek mythology? Which came first? Which 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammon_(nation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idomeneus
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is the copy, and is either historically ótrueô? And surely human sacrifice was 
banned in Mosaic Law ï why would Jephthahôs vow be acceptable to 
Jehovah? (Remember the last-minute rescue of Isaacôs son.) And could 
not a Rabbi have released him from his vow? (Answer: legally, in Jewish 
Law, Yes.) And suppose that word AND actually meant OR (which is 
possible, according to textual experts): that would mean Jephtha was 
offering an alternative: the sacrifice could be eternal virginity (as she was 
offered óas the Lordôsô) OR her life could be the sacrifice. Which would 
explain why it was perpetual virginity she mourned on the mountain, rather 
than loss of life.  

Morrell would have none of this: he gave her a name, a soldier boyfriend, 
and in the final act óproduced an Angel to announce that Heaven was only 
joking and it will be OK for her to become a nun instead’. This quotation is 
from Duncan Lordôs summary of the plot in the programme notes (he is 
Producer and Conductor). But Duncan has to fit in refreshments for the 
audience, so to shorten the evening he removes the Morell additions and 
has the girl returning from the mountains to her father ówho did with her 
according to his vowô. So, we are left asking (after the performance, on the 
way home), which vow? To sacrifice her, or make her a Nun?  

Handel conducted the first performance  at the Covent Garden on 26 
February 1752, though suffering ill-health and failing eyesight; at that time 
staged performance of material based on biblical subjects was forbidden in 
Great Britain so it was presented as a concert without scenery or costumes. 
It seems curious, though, that it was quite permitted to change or at least 
re-interpret the biblical version. 

According to Wikipedia the oratorio is principally remembered for its 
musical highlights, the recitative Deeper, and deeper still, and the aria Waft 
her, angels, thro' the skies. Sadly, through ill-health on the night, we missed 
the performance in Brockhill Park College on 6th May. I can only report a 
favourable response from those who did attend and much enthusiasm from 
those who took part, and thank the Society for an excuse to research a 
half-remembered tale.  But I am left seriously asking, to what extent is this 
story of a minor Jewish judge and his foolish vow important to modern 
Christian faith and behaviour? And so, by extension, how important and 
relevant is the Jewish history re-told in the Old Testament? 

Mike Umbers 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recitative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aria
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St Edmund ï Englandôs Patron Saint? 
Recent family troubles have led to an unwanted familiarity with the M11 and 
A14 whilst speeding my way up to Suffolk and spending time in the lovely 
old market town of Bury St Edmunds. I found myself wondering who St 
Edmund was, not least because of the St Edmundôs chapel in St Leonardôs, 
and whether the saint was indeed buried at Bury St Edmunds. Hereôs what 
I discovered from a brief internet search. 

Born on Christmas Day 841 AD, Edmund succeeded to the throne of East 
Anglia in 856. A Christian from birth, he fought alongside King Alfred of 
Wessex against the pagan Viking and Norse invaders until 869/70 when 
his forces were defeated and Edmund was captured by the Vikings. He 
was ordered to renounce his faith and share power with the pagan Vikings, 
but he refused. According to the 10th century account of the saint's life by 
Abbo of Fleury, who quotes St Dunstan as his source, Edmund was then 
bound to a tree, shot through by arrows and beheaded. The date was 20th 
November. His decapitated head is said to have been reunited with its body 
with the help of a talking wolf who protected the head and then called out 
"Hic, Hic, Hic" ("Here, Here, Here") to alert Edmundôs followers. 

It is uncertain where he was killed; some accounts state Bradfield St Clare 
near Bury St Edmunds, others Maldon in Essex or Hoxne in Suffolk. What 
is known is that in 902 his remains were moved to Bedricsworth (modern 
Bury St Edmunds) where King Athelstan founded a religious community to 
care for his shrine which became a place of national pilgrimage. King 
Canute built a stone abbey on the site in 1020 to house the shrine. For 
centuries Edmundôs resting place was patronised by the kings of England 
and the abbey became increasingly wealthy as the cult of St Edmund grew. 

Such was the influence of St 
Edmund that on St 
Edmundôs Day in 1214 rebel 
English barons held a secret 
meeting here before going to 
confront King John with the 
Charter of Liberties, the 
forerunner to Magna Carta 
which he signed a year later. 
This event is reflected in the 
motto of Bury St Edmunds: 
'Shrine of a King, Cradle of 

http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Kings-Queens-of-Wessex/
http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/KingsQueensofBritain/
http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/KingsQueensofBritain/
http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/The-Origins-of-the-Magna-Carta/
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the Law'. So, what happened to displace Edmund as our patron saint?  
After all, he really did live, he died a martyr and he was English (well almost 
- he was actually born in Germany!). St George - by contrast - was certainly 
not English, never visited England and indeed may not have existed at 
all!St Edmundôs influence began to fade when, during the Third Crusade in 
1199, King Richard I visited the tomb of St George in Lydda on the eve of 
battle. The next day he won a great victory. Following this triumph, Richard 
adopted St. George as his personal patron and protector of the army. 
Although the banner of St. Edmund (pictured) was still carried into battle 
by the English army, by the time of Edward I it had been joined by the flag 
of St. George. In 1348, Edward III founded a new order of chivalry, the 
Knights of the Garter. Edward made St George the patron of the Order and 
also declared him Patron Saint of England. 

However, Edmund has not been forgotten. His name lives on at the site of 
his burial, in church names particularly in East 
Anglia and of course in our chapel dedicated to 
him. But what is he doing in St Leonardôs? We 
are undoubtedly talking about the same St 
Edmund. You will see in our St Edmundôs 
window, pictured opposite, that he is named as 
St Edmund RM (king martyr) and an arrow is 
depicted in the window. Furthermore, the 
inscription above the kingôs head reads ñI will 
not, through love of a temporal kingdom, 
subject myself to a heathen tyrantò.  

I presume St Edmund is commemorated here 
as he was still the patron saint of England when 
the chapel was named. Should we perhaps join 
the campaign to reinstate St Edmund as our 
patron saint? In 2013, there was the óSt 
Edmund for Englandô e-petition, backed by the 
Bury St Edmunds based brewery, Greene King. 
Sadly, it didnôt succeed but surely St Edmund 
has a better claim to be our patron saint rather 
than the mythical (and foreign) St George. 

Pat Chipping (with thanks to Sean Mc Nally for the photographs of the St 
Edmund’s window and for deciphering the inscription) 
                                        

http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Richard-Lionheart/
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DO YOU HAVE TALENT? 

COULD YOU ñHAVE A GO?ò 

YOU DONôT HAVE TO BE A PROFESSIONAL 

There are plans for evening performances on 12 & 13 October with a 

matinee on 14th. 

Get thinking now of all the things you could do, sing, dance, juggle, 

recite, comedy routine. 

Maybe you know someone who has something they can perform. 

IT DOESNôT HAVE TO BE ñOLD TIMEò 

Tell Sean or John Howard or John Wren 

For more information - talk to one of us. 

 
 

Friends of St Leonardôs Church ï Annual General 

Meeting  
The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of St Leonardôs Church will take 

place on Monday 12 June 2017 at 6.00pm in the north transept of the church. 

For more information about this meeting, or if you would like to consider joining 

the Friends committee, please contact Brin Hughes: 

'  01303 264470 or email to brin.hughes@btinternet.com. 
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Additions to the library 
Are you rushing from job to job? Is it hard to find space in your diary for 
another meeting? Does an unexpected emergency throw your whole day 
out of kilter? 

Perhaps you need to read Bill Hybelsôs book Simplify: Ten Practices to 
Declutter your Soul. Hybels stresses the need to decide what are the most 
important things in your life and letting go of the less important. Also of 
setting aside time for the things which re-energise you: family and friends, 
recreation, exercise. Top of the list for Hybels, chief pastor of the Willow 
Creek church in Illinois, is making time for God. 

Hybels heads a large team of helpers and some of his suggestions will be 
hard to follow for multi-tasking vicars and churchwardens. Following the 
examples of Winston Churchill and Thomas Edison in getting enough rest 
is only possible for the CEO of a large organisation, for example. But he is 
right to stress the value of scheduling regular breaks throughout the day. 

Making an honest assessment of what things are the most important in 
your life is good advice. Letting go of the less important may mean making 
hard decisions and disappointing some people. But the alternative is burn-
out for those who try to do too much. Hybels is honest in his description of 
how this happened to him. 

On the same theme Stephen Cottrellôs Do Nothing to Change Your Life 
reveals, as the sub-title says, what happens when you stop. During a four-
hour flight delay he started writing poetry for the first time for years and 
realised the benefit of escaping for a while from an over-filled diary. 

We know that God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. However, 
the aspects of God that Christians have chosen to emphasise have 
changed constantly through time. Rock of Ages? The Changing Faces of 
God, which has been given to the library, records these changes. It is 
written by John Butler, emeritus professor at the University of Kent, and is 
the result of a lifetimeôs study.  

Travelling around England can reveal our hidden treasures. England’s 
Thousand Best Churches, by Simon Jenkins, which has also been donated 
to the library, lists some of them. Happily, St Leonardôs is included. 

David Harries 
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GOOD NEWS about the Healing Ministry 

When she was nearly 60, Dorothy Kerin acquired Burrswood estate in Kent.  
Although she died 54 years ago, her healing ministry still continues.  Truly 
a practice inspired by Jesus. 
There is no magic in the healing of our Lord.  It may not be immediate, it 
may not come at all in the way we hope.  Just be open minded.  An 
intercessor is just an empty channel and perhaps through his or her 
ministry you may feel you are coming to touch the hem of His garment, and 
hear His words of comfort.  It is with this in mind that our Healing Ministry 
takes place in Hythe, every month and also upon request. 
Burrswood receives countless tributes from those who have received 
blessings. Here are just a few: - 
ñI am the man who, with my wife, attended your wonderful Service for the 
first time yesterday.  I feel that you would like to know that the Power which 
was vouchsafed through you is already at work.  The fear which has 
nagged at me for years has gone, and this morning, for the first time in 
years, I attended two Services without difficulty in breathing.  I know where 
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my thanks must be given, but I am deeply grateful to you for being the 
channel, and also for your kindness.ò 
ñJane, the woman for whom I asked prayer in March, is better, and I believe 
the danger of breakdown (due to long mental cruelty, fear, anxieties) has 
now passed.  Thank you for interceding, and God bless you.ò 
ñThe child of twelve with an inoperable cancer, of whom I wrote to you in 
October, I think, and whose name you added to your prayer list, is 
wonderfully better than she was, has gained two stone in weight, and has 
now no pain.ò 
Healing Ministry is available on the fourth Sunday of every month, at either 
St Leonards or Holy Cross (see Pew Sheet for details).  Jan Limb, David 
Harries and Penny Mattocks are accredited by the diocese for this ministry. 
Quoted excerpts from óCalled by Christ to Healô by Dorothy Musgrave 
Arnold 
The Healing Ministry team 
 

Pastoral Search Report 

The following is our confidential report on the present candidates for the 
role of our next vicar. It does not make for happy reading.  

Adam: Good man, but problems with his wife. Also, one reference told of 
how he and his wife enjoy walking nude in the woods. 
Noah: Former pastorate of 120 years, with no converts. Prone to 
unrealistic building projects. 
Abraham: Though the references reported wife-swapping, the facts seem 
to show he never slept with another manôs wife, but did offer to share his 
own wife with another man. 
Joseph: A big thinker, but probably a braggart; believes in dream-
interpreting, and has a prison record. 
Moses: A modest and meek man, but poor communicator, even stuttering 
at times. Sometimes blows his stack and acts rashly. Some say he left an 
earlier position over a murder charge. 
David: The most promising leader of all, until we discovered the affair he 
had with his neighbourôs wife. 
Solomon: Great preacher, but our parsonage would never hold all those 
wives. 
Elijah: Prone to depression - collapses under pressure.  
Elisha: Reported to have lived with a single widow while at his former 
church. 
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Hosea: A tender and loving pastor, but our people could never handle his 
wifeôs occupation. 
Deborah: Female.  
Jeremiah: Emotionally unstable, alarmist, negative, always lamenting 
things, and reported to have taken a long trip to bury his underwear on 
the bank of foreign river. 
Isaiah: On the fringe? Claims to have seen angels in church. Has trouble 
with his language. 
Jonah: Refused Godôs call into ministry until he was forced to obey by 
getting swallowed up by a great fish. He told us the fish later spat him out 
on the shore near here. We hung up. 
Amos: Too backward and unpolished. With some seminary training he 
might have promise, but has a hang-up against wealthy people. Might fit 
in better in a poor congregation. 
John: Says he is a Baptist, but doesnôt dress like one. Has slept in the 
outdoors for months on end, has a weird diet, and provokes 
denominational leaders. 
Peter: Too blue collar. Has a bad temper - even has been known to curse. 
Had a big run-in with Paul in Antioch. Aggressive, and a loose canon.  
Paul: Powerful CEO type leader and fascinating preacher. However, short 
on tact, unforgiving with younger ministers, harsh and has been known to 
preach all night. 
Timothy: Too young.  
Jesus: Has had popular times, but once when his church grew to 5000 
he managed to offend them all and this church dwindled down to twelve 
people. Seldom stays in one place very long. And, of course, heôs single. 
Judas: His references are solid. A steady plodder. Conservative. Good 
connections. Knows how to handle money. Weôre inviting him to preach 
this Sunday. Possibilities there. 

 

The wicked 

A little boy had been very naughty and as a punishment his mother told 
him he would go without his favourite vegetable. He sat down for a meal, 
his mother served, carrots, corn, - - and? "It's no use waiting," said his 
mother, "I told you, no peas for the wicked." 
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CONCERTS IN ST LEONARDôS CHURCH 

 
Saturday 10 June, 7.30pm 

Primavera Chamber Ensemble 
Mozart ï Flute Quartet in C, K285b 

Haydn ï Symphony No 101 in D ‘Clock’ arr. Salomon 
Brahms – Piano Quintet in F minor, Op 35 

 

 

Thursday 22 June, 12 noon 

Just2 Harp Duo  
Karina and Adel Wilson 

Internationally acclaimed award-winning harp duo play 

variety of music to include traditional, classical, Scottish, 

contemporary and jazz 

(followed by light lunches in the church) 

 

 

Saturday 24 June, 5.00pm 

Verano Quintet  
Ben Uden, Richard Williams, Phillip Scott Moore, Adam 

Young (guitars) & Emmanuel Webb (violin) 

Award-winning local young musicians perform exciting 

repertoire from South America, Spain and elsewhere 
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Motoring holiday 

Lost Husband: Where are we now? 
Wife: Halfway between Paris and Marseilles, dear. 
Husband: Donôt bother me with details. What country are we in? 
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Home Insurance problems in 

Shepway? 
We now have our own special 

                   insurance scheme 

Full cover (including Flood) at  

very low prices. 

Suitable for all types of home 

insurance. 

Contact us on 01303 265141 for a 

quotation. 

 
PROSPECT ROAD, HYTHE,  

CT21 5NS                                                                          
For all your insurance needs. 

 
 

 



 

 

26 
 

STADE 
STREET 

GARAGE LTD 
EST 1964 

                                               Diesel Specialist              

Hytheôs longest established family garage. 
We provide a friendly & professional service. 

We supply nearly new Fords and other guaranteed used cars. 
All sales vehicles are fully serviced and come with a minimum of 1-year 

warranty.     
Batteries ï Bodyshop  
Courtesy car available by  

Appointment 

Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 
 

Stade Street, Hythe, Kent  CT21 6BD 

Phone 01303 267726 www.stadestreetgarage.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.stadestreetgarage.co.uk/
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Parish Directory 
 

Priest-in-Charge Revd Andrew Sweeney 266217 vicarofhythe@gmail.com 
Associate Priest Revd Louise Seear 266217 revlouseear@gmail.com 
Parish mobile phone 07984 388963 
 
Reader Mr Mike Cox 260144 gillyjc@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens Dr Pat Chipping 267857 pchips@globalnet.co.uk 

 Mrs Gill Cox 260144 gillyjc@btinternet.com 
 
ALMs Mr Geoff German 237056 geofftandem@gmail.com 
 Mr David Harries 269914 david.harries119@outlook.com 
 Mrs Penny Mattocks 268441 pm99@gotadsl.co.uk 
 
Treasurer & Mr Brian Bishop 269871 brian.bishop@live.co.uk 
Freewill Offerings 

 
PCC Secretary Mrs Christine Blackman 269179 bryan@bryanblackman.orangehome.co.uk 

 
Director of Music Dr Berkeley Hill 265312 b.hill@imperial.ac.uk 
 

Bell-ringers Mr Mike Swan 265212 mikecygnet@aol.com 
 
Friends of Mr Brinley Hughes 264470 brin.hughes@btinternet.com 
St Leonardôs Church  
 
Parish Magazine Dr Pat Chipping 267857 pchips@globalnet.co.uk 
Editor    12 Coastguard Cottages, CT21 6HN 
 
Advertising manager Mr Sean McNally 263883 mcnally.sean@ymail.com 
         8 Summer Close, CT21 4DR 
 
Proof reader Mrs Joy Robertson 266186 Haytor, 85 St Leonards Rd, CT21 6HE 
 
Methodist Minister Revd Kevin Taylor 261500 revkevtaylor@btinternet.com 

 
Local Preacher Mr Dudley Shipton 260291 dbshipton@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
 
PCC members: A list of all PCC members is posted in each of the Churches. A list may also be obtained 
from the PCC Secretary on request. 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Mr Brian Bishop, Mr David Owen. 

We are also extremely fortunate to have the help of the following Ministers to whom we express our thanks: 
Rev Desmond Sampson; Rev Canon John Wright. 

PCC Registered Charity No 1144695 
 
 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Pat Henley 

 The Parish Office is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.00am ï 12.30pm. 

 Telephone: 01303 262370    Email: st.leonardschurch@btconnect.com 

 All post to: The Parish Office, c/o The Vicarage, Oak Walk, Hythe, Kent CT21 5DN 

Website: www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org

mailto:gillyjc@btinternet.com
mailto:geofftandem@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 
 
                            

 

 
                  

           
 

                

 

                   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDRIDGES  
(est. 1741)  

HYTHEôS LEADING STORE 

BLINDS + CURTAINS + NETS 

+TRACKS & POLES 

Ready-Made and made to measure in our 
own workshop 

Stockist of the largest range of household 
sheets, blankets, linen, duvets and towels. 

FREE MEASURING & QUOTATIONS  
FULLY QUALIFIED FITTER  
87- 89 High Street, Hythe  

01303 266248  

www.eldridges - drapers.co.uk  

 

PHILIP WANSTALL 

  
Roofing - Welding - 
General Maintenance 

All aspects of roofing undertaken 
with over 25 yearsõ experience. 

Free estimates 
Tel: 01303 265473 
Mob: 07751737264 

 

Geoffrey Miles & Sons 
Established for Over 70 years! 
GARDEN CONSRUCTION AND 

REPAIR SERVICE  
For all your garden and landscaping needs, including 

 *Tree work             *Fencing 

 *Stone work           *Driveways 
 *Paving                  *Garden clearance 

 *Turfing                 *Licensed waste carrier       

*FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE*  

Tel: 01303 266962  / 

07899025865  

E-Mail: geoffreymilesandsons@sky.com 

    
Sentinel Care  
Specialists in 24-hour live-in care 

DO YOU NEED CARE AT HOME? 

We can provide: 
*Permanent 24-hour live-in care* 
*Temporary cover *Holiday cover* 

*Accompanied holidays* 

Phone for details on 01797 361744 
Registered with National Care Standards Commission 

 
 

GOODWIN & CO 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

NICEIC Approved Contractor 
For all aspects of electrical work 

John Goodwin 
3, Harpswood Lane, Hythe. CT21 4BJ 

Tel: (01303) 260251 

 Mobile: 07768 297249 

 
 


