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Church Services 

Sundays 
 

ST LEONARDôS PARISH CHURCH, Oak Walk 

8.00am Holy Communion BCP (said) 
9.30am Parish Communion 
6.30pm Sung Evensong  
 

 

ST MICHAELôS METHODIST-ANGLICAN CHURCH CENTRE 

Rampart Road   
11.00am Morning Worship ï 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 
11.00am Holy Communion (Church of England) 2nd Sundays 
11.00am Methodist Holy Communion Service ï 4th Sunday 
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Jubilee Close, Palmarsh     
11.15am Holy Communion ï 1st and 3rd Sundays  
                   Morning Worship ï 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 
                    

Weekdays 
St Leonardôs Weekdays 8.00am Morning Prayer 
 Thursdays 9.15am Holy Communion 
                          Weekdays                       5.00pm    Evensong 
St Michaelôs Tuesdays 11.00am Holy Communion 
 

Baptisms and Marriages: Apply to the Parish Office (Tel 262370) 

Parish Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.00am ï 12.30pm 

 

Website: www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org 

 

 

 

 

 
       

 

 
 

 

T 

The Parish is served by three churches: St Leonardôs, Holy Cross and the 
St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre. 

 
Our mission is summed up in the following statement: 

Proclaiming the Good News of Godôs love through Jesus Christ and showing that 
love to all people. 

The whole worshipping congregation in each church in our parish has 
responsibility for the delivery of that message, but you may find useful information 

in the Parish Directory on the inside of the back cover. 
 

http://www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org/
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HYTHE PARISH REVIEW       July 
Dear Friends 

Whatôs going on? 

Thereôs a lot going on, in and around our parish, and in this monthôs letter 
I thought you might welcome a brief update on some of them.  

As Iôm sure most of you know, our parish is part of Elham Deanery. A 
Deanery is a group of parishes that work together to collaborate in ministry, 
and deaneries are usually geographical. The Elham deanery includes 
parishes from Folkestone down the coast to Hythe and then in a sweep up 
the Elham Valley. Every parish in the Church of England is part of a 
deanery, and the congregation elects representatives to serve on Deanery 
Synod, the body that meets to conduct business. Clergy are members of a 
deanery ñchapterò, and chapters meet from time to time outside Synod for 
fellowship and support, the sharing of ideas, and often for training and 
development. Elham Deanery is going through great changes, as in the last 
three years all the full-time clergy posts in Elham have been vacated, and 
are now filled. Chapter has been meeting to talk about the re-invigoration 
of the Deanery, and it has been very helpful for me to get to know my 
colleagues and the wider area in which we live and carry out our Christian 
witness. 

Our ñlayò (congregational) representatives are David Owen, Brian Bishop 
and Geoff German, and Geoff has recently decided to resign from his post 
to allow more time for family and other projects. We thank Geoff greatly for 
his service, and the PCC will decide in due course about whether to ask 
the congregation for a rep to fill Geoffôs shoes. There will be no requirement 
to cycle to all Deanery meetings. 

Within deaneries, the Diocese of Canterbury promotes ñgroup ministriesò 
in which parishes make more local connections with their neighbours, and 
we are looking forward to beginning conversations with the Benefice of 
Saltwood and Lympne to explore how this will work, once Rev Stephen 
McCaulay is installed as Rector. This will mark a significant change in our 
relationship with Saltwood, which has carried the historical weight of 
Saltwoodôs patronage of Hythe for centuries. Iôm very excited about 
working closely together with the people and churches of Saltwood and 
Lympne, but it wonôt be until next year that we start to see the fruits of this 
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project. Thereôs no doubt that we will be better able to serve the people of 
Hythe town and the surrounding communities and villages by working 
together as a team, making the best use of our resources, skills and gifts 
in each place. 

During the interregnum in Saltwood, weôve noticed an increase in the 
number of funerals and baptisms weôre asked to undertake, and this has 
happened at the start of ñwedding seasonò when many couples choose to 
marry at St Leonardôs. This is a time-consuming and demanding ministry, 
but it is the way many people have their first contact with church these 
days.  

The PCC recently decided to re-structure its way of meeting and working, 
and we now have ten meetings a year, with ñbusinessò meetings alternating 
with ñprojectò meetings. This enables us to spend every other meeting 
dedicated to looking in-depth at one particular aspect of our life and work 
as a church, and so, at its first projects meeting, the PCC decided that in 
order to develop our future we should concentrate our efforts on one aspect 
only of our mission, to make sure we do one thing as well as possible rather 
than stretch ourselves too thinly trying to do several things at once. Based 
on the amount of time and effort we spend on weddings and baptisms, the 
PCC decided to focus on children, young people and families as a mission 
imperative, and so we will be looking at ways in which we can build on our 
welcome to people who come to the parish churches for weddings and 
baptisms. If youôd like to be involved in this work, or have any ideas to 
share, please do let me know, or speak to one of the PCC members.  

All of this is happening as we prepare for a summer of enjoyment with the 
Hythe Festival, our summer garden party, and later in the summer, a 
special day to celebrate Holy Cross Church on September 11th. Once 
again, I thank all of you who work so hard behind the scenes to make it 
possible for our churches to play such an active part in the life of our town 
and community. Itôs a delight to be part of such a thriving church. 

Yours in Christ,   

Andrew 

Parish Retreat 
Our parish weekend retreat will be taking place from Friday 2nd - Sunday 
4th September at Wychcroft House near Redhill in Surrey. Full details will 
be available in next monthôs magazine, but if you are planning to join us 
please let Pat Henley, our parish secretary, know or speak to one of the 
churchwardens. 
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PARISH REGISTERS: 25TH MAY ï 25TH JUNE 
Baptisms  
18th June   George Henry Alan Bullard 

Weddings  
28th May Francesca Lepora and Timothy Spencer 
3rd June Charlotte Terry and Scott Stewart 

Rest in Peace 
27th May Keith Jones (82) 
3rd June Josephine Dorothy Hagger (91) 
8th June Walter Case (73)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial Jottings 

Another edition of the magazine without space for other than a couple of 
notes from me! This reflects how much there is going on in the parish and 
the town of Hythe at the moment. Please do make a note that we are 
celebrating Sea Sunday on July 3rd. The PCC decided at its April meeting 
that Mission to Seafarers would be our overseas charity until the autumn, 
and so Sea Sunday is particularly important for us this year. I must 
apologise that there hasnôt been an opportunity in the magazine to keep 
you abreast of PCC news. I will endeavour to find space to report on our 
next meeting which is on June 28th. Also please take note of the timing of 
the morning service on July 10th ï we will be joining as a whole parish at 
St Leonardôs at 11am on that day.                                            Pat Chipping 

Readings for July 
July 3rd (Sea Sunday)                                   July 10th (Seventh after Trinity) 

Jonah 1:7-17                                                     Genesis 1:26-31                                                                  
Colossians 1:1-14                                              Romans 12:14-13:10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Luke 10:25-37                                                    Matthew 22:15-22 
                                                         
July 17th (Eighth after Trinity)                         July24th  (Ninth after Trinity)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Genesis 18:1-10a                                               Genesis 18:20-32 
Colossians 1:15-28                                             Colossians 2:6-15 
Luke 10:38-end                                                   Luke 12:13-21 
 

July 31st (Tenth after Trinity) 

   Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14,2:18-23 
                                                         Colossians 3:1-11 
                                                         Luke 12:13-21 
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DIARY DATES FOR JULY 2016 
 
Friday 1st   Meeting Point  
2.30pm Salvation Army Hall, Portland Road, Hythe   
 Subject: Agent Zig Zag 
Sunday 3rd 
6.30pm Festival Evensong, St. Leonardôs Church 
 
Monday 4th     Cleaning Day, St. Leonardôs Church 
9.00am 
 
Sunday 10th   
11.00am Civic Service, St. Leonardôs Church 
2.00pm Garden Safari  
6.30pm Raise the Roof, St. Leonardôs Church 
 with the Medway Town Bands 
 
Tuesday 12th    Julian Meeting, St. Leonardôs Church 
10.30am 
 
Saturday 16th Riding Lights Theatre Group, St. Leonardôs Church 
6.30pm 
 
Friday 22nd Hythe Bay School Leavers Service, St. Leonardôs  
10.00am Church 
 
 
For the Hythe Festival concert programme at St. Leonardôs Church 

please see separate note on page 23 
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Prayer Prompts for July 

1st -  Andrew and Louise

2nd - Newcomers to Hythe 

3rd - St Leonardôs 

4th -  A Vision for our Parish 

5th - Holy Cross After-school Club 

6th - Archdeacon Philip 

7th - Bishop Trevor 

8th -  Our Sunday School 

9th -  Local industry 

10th - The Mayor and Town Council 

11th - The visit of Roughshod 

12th - The Julian Meeting 

13th - Palmarsh School 

14th - Servers in our churches 

15th - Churches Together in Hythe and Saltwood 

16th - Our Treasurer and Church finances 

17th - St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre 

18th - Our Churchwardens 

19th - Hythe Bay School  

20th- Our Choirs 

21st - Foodstop 

22nd - Visitors to our Churches 

23rd - The Methodist ministry team 

24th - Holy Cross 

25th - Kent Refugee Action Network (KRAN) 

26th - The Rainbow Centre 

27th - The work of our local hospitals 

28th - The PCC 

29th- Archbishop Justin 

30th - Our Lay Reader and ALMs 

31st -Those recently married in our churches 

A Prayer for July 

Almighty God, you have broken the 
tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of 
your Son into our hearts whereby we call 
you Father: give us grace to dedicate our 
freedom to your service, that we and all 
creation may be brought to the glorious 
liberty of the children of God; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
(Collect for the third Sunday after Trinity) 
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Who, and what, is our President? 

A number of people have asked me why the leader of worship is called 
ñThe Presidentò. You will see this term used in many of our worship booklets 
that we use throughout the year. The President welcomes the people, The 
President saysé., The President pronounces the absolution, and so on.    

The obvious and simple answer is that the President is named such 
because he or she presides at worship. But as with everything in our 
worship, the word carries a deeper meaning, and itôs helpful that word has 
a very significant resonance for us in the world outside church. óPresidentsô 
are people of great power, status and significance, and the world is 
ambivalent, and rightly wary, about whether all that power concentrated in 
one person is a good thing or not.   

The deeper meaning of our worship is that it is designed to change us, to 
transform us Sunday by Sunday. So anyone who is entrusted to preside at 
worship is entrusted to preside over our transformation, and handing over 
personal authority to lead us into change is a significant act of risk and trust. 
So when we allow someone to do that, it helps us to remember that anyone 
with the authority of a president must have the assent of the people, and a 
relationship rooted in trust. In fact, a Christian view of presidency would 
assert that anyone who governs anyone else, whether for an hour in 
Church on Sunday morning or for a long term of political office over a 
nation, only has the authority to govern if they exercise the virtues that 
come from a right relationship with God. We are all encouraged into that 
right relationship. In fact, one of the purposes of discipleship, the choice to 
practice a Christian way of life, is to help an encourage us to grow into the 
likeness of God; you will find this idea explicitly stated in the baptism 
service.  

When we grow into the likeness of God, we become more like God. In other 
words, we learn to live in ways that embody the virtues, or ways of God. 
We become more loving, faithful, peaceful, compassionate, slow to anger, 
merciful and just. Thus Christianity is above all a political faith, offering us 
all the opportunity to learn to live together in peace and justice. The polis, 
from which the word political is derived, is the term for any place or 
community in which people try to build a society. Christianity today could 
help us to recover the real meaning of ópoliticalô from those who would try 
to convince us that only some things are political and everything else is 
private. When ópoliticsô is limited to the apparatus of government, it can be 
reduced or enlarged to an idea that is subject to the trends and whims of 
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the day; some argue for a small state, others for big government. According 
to the trends of history and culture and power, some are entitled to 
participate in politics, others are excluded. For Christians, the only 
acceptable politics must include everything and everyone, as all things are 
created by God in his goodness, and all things and all people will be 
redeemed in the polis that is to come ï the Kingdom of God, described in 
Revelation 21:9-26 ï the heavenly city towards which we all journey.   

The President of our worship is always first and foremost a person, flesh-
and-blood and in need of redemption like all of us. But when he or she puts 
on the vestments of office and steps out in front of the people, the President 
speaks the words and embodies the actions that show what that kingdom 
might be like. By responding and assenting to the Presidentôs lead, we all 
participate in the creation and upholding of that vision, the new politics 
which we offer as a gift to the world.   

Andrew  

A morning meditation ï continued  
 

In The morning meditation by Anthony Bloom (April Hythe Parish Review) 
I was very upbeat, but Bloom didnôt think that life as a Christian would 
always be easy. He immediately followed the meditation with these 
comments: 
ñGod has never said that when you walk into a situation in his own name, 
he will be crucified and you will be the risen one. You must be prepared to 
walk into situations, one after another, as the Son of God has done: in 
humiliation and in humility, in truth and ready to be persecuted.ò 
ñUsually what we expect when we fulfil Godôs commandments is to see a 
marvellous result at once. It does not work that way. You must pay the cost 
and very often you get hit hard. What matters is that you are prepared for 
that.ò 
ñAs to the day, if you accept that this day was blessed by God, every 
circumstance you will meet is a gift of God, whether it is bitter or sweet, 
whether you like it or dislike it. It is Godôs gift to you and if you take it that 
way, then you can make prayer and life like two sides of one coin. You act 
and pray in one breath because all the situations that follow one another 
require Godôs blessingò. (Anthony Bloom, School for Prayer, p47) 
 

David Harries 
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The Servant Queen and the King she serves. 
 

There are books, and there are books! Some are deep and difficult to 
absorb (for me), others not so. There is one I would like to encourage you 
to pick up from our library, which David Harries has recently revamped. The 
book is produced by the Bible Society of which our Queen is patron. 
The Servant Queen and the King she serves is a tribute to Her Majestyôs 
90th birthday. Itôs not so much a book but 64 pages of hope that she 
expresses through her Christian Faith. The foreword to the book is written 
by Her Majesty. 

Here are one or two snippets to whet your appetite: 
ñTwo things stand out ï the Queenôs constant sense of duty and her 
devotion to God. Of this she speaks humbly but openly, especially in her 
Christmas broadcasts.ò (William Shawcross, Royal biographer) 
The Queenôs Secreté. What is the secret of the Queenôs remarkable 
consistency of character and extraordinary contribution to nation, 
Commonwealth and the global community? 
Itôs a question she herself answered in 2002. 
ñI know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times 
and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live 
my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best 
in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God ... I draw strength from 
the message of hope in the Christian gospel.ò (Queen Elizabeth II, 
Christmas 2002) 
This beautifully illustrated tribute focuses on the Queenôs own words to 
draw out the central role of her trust in Jesus Christ in shaping her life and 
work, offering us an inspiring insight into a life well lived for others. 

Mike Cox 
 

Bishopôs move 
We were celebrating the 100th anniversary of our church, and several 
former pastors and the bishop were in attendance. At one point, our 
minister had the children gather at the altar for a talk about the importance 
of the day. 
He began by asking, ñDoes anyone know what the bishop does?ò There 
was silence. Finally, one little boy answered gravely, ñHe's the one you can 
move diagonally.ò 
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About óTuneful Accordô 
óMusic is an instrument that enables Christians to worship God in the beauty of 
holiness and in tuneful accord, so that ultimately the whole earth may be in awe of 
Him.ô 

There was much welcome information about the Church Library in last 
monthôs Review. We are asked to share our books or at least review them; 
the quote above is from my current reading: In Tuneful Accord by Trevor 
Beeson, a study of English church musicians of the last two centuries. This 
is way outside my normal area of knowledge, so Berkeley kindly vetted my 
draft and added to it. 

Beeson has been a Canon of Westminster and the Dean of Winchester, 
and latterly Chaplain to the Speaker and adviser on religious programmes 
to commercial television. The story he tells, for once in our imperfect world, 
is one of steady improvement and rising standards in cathedral music, 
though there are challenges ahead, analysed in his last chapter, especially 
in the collapse of the traditional all-male parish church choirs, formerly a 
rich source of cathedral choir members and lay clerks. St Leonardôs Men 
and Boys Choir can boast a remarkable musical contribution thanks to 
Berkeleyôs tutelage. (See Hythe Parish Review November 2015 and 
January 2016.) St Leonardôs is the only parish church left in Kent with a 
boysô choir, one of the fifty or so in the UK; in the 1950s there were 
thousands. 

There are sects and religions which deny themselves the extra emotional 
pull of a musical dimension in their worship: they are remote now from the 
present-day Anglican custom, but it was not always so. Very little hymn-
singing took place in English churches before the early 19th Century. The 
main Sunday Service was Morning Prayer, condemned nowadays (not by 
me) as ñthe tyranny of the BCPò, with the Litany and a thirty- or forty-minute 
sermon. 

When Samuel Sebastian Wesley was appointed organist of Hereford 
Cathedral in 1832 on Ã60 per annum (Ã40 of the full emolument had been 
diverted to his predecessor to persuade him to retire at last), he found its 
music in crisis: of the eight adult members of his Choir five were in poor 
health, two were deemed to be sub-standard, and the eldest at 78 was 
exempted from singing duty. He wrote (much later): óPainful and dangerous 
is the position of a young musician who, after acquiring great knowledge of 
his art in the Metropolis, joins a country cathedral. At first he can scarcely 
believe the mass of error and inferiority in which he has to participate is 



 

 

13 

 

 

 

habitual and irremediable. He thinks he will reform matters gently and 
without giving offence; but he soon discovers that it is his approbation and 
not his advice which is expected.ô 

It was Methodist practice which set the pace in the writing of hymns at that 
time, while other very different forces were also at work through the 
influence of the Oxford Movement and the Camden Society: to the fury of 
the Evangelists, lit candles appeared on the altar, the sign of the Cross at 
the Blessing, ministers donned vestments, put their choirs in surplices and 
moved them from the galleries at the back to the chancels at the front, 
bringing spectacle and drama. These choirs embellished the ritual and 
amplified the hymn-singing ï the Victorian High Church movement is our 
inheritance still. Though we live in an increasingly secular age, thousands 
of amateur singers and musicians still lead their actively participating 
congregations in enthusiastically bashing out the well-known hymns in their 
seasons. This vigorous communal activity is an act of worship in itself even 
if you switch off (says Beeson, the realist) during the prayers and sermon, 
and hope they forget the Peace this week. 

Samuel Sebastian was responsible for playing the organ and training the 
boys, though he tried to delegate the latter function to an assistant 
whenever possible. Cathedral choirs depended on the attendance of 
dayboys who, outside service times, were largely left to themselves. They 
were hired out by their overseers to perform for money at outside events, 
then made their own way home through the dark streets at some risk to 
their persons and morals. The money set aside to run choir schools and 
feed the choristers was often sneakily redistributed into other funding 
areas. The cathedrals were only concerned with the boysô showing up at 
services and choir practices, and provided little in the way of basic 

education and nothing in the way of safeguarding. 
Improvement to their conditions owed much to the 
devoted efforts of Maria Hackett, óThe Choristersô 
Friendô, who put her young ward into St Paulôs 
Choir and uncovered the neglect. I had not heard 
of the remarkable Miss Hackett, but Beeson tells 
her story, which is worth the remembrance; I put 
the book down at this stage and pursued her 
down the internet: a second Florence Nightingale, 
she wrote astonishingly direct letters to the right 
people and (as important) to the wrong people, 
quoting their Cathedral Statutes at them, until Maria Hackett 
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eventually the Dean and Chapter of St Paulôs gave in and appointed an 
Almoner with responsibility for the boys. At last they were given a 
schoolmaster and a place to live close enough to the Cathedral to put paid 
to all the loitering and loafing. Inspired by her successes at St Paulôs, Miss 
Hackett made a grand tour of all the cathedrals in England and Wales, 
comparing the conditions in which the choristers were kept. You can read 
her devastating Reports still. The history of human progress is the 
biography of influential people, or people whose perseverance makes them 
influential; this lady was one such. 

In Tuneful Accord is full of the personal stories of the people who have 
influenced church music. The setting up, the progress, and the influence of 
the Royal School of Church Music (founded in 1927 and now 
interdenominational) is told with such hope and optimism, and the chapter 
on the introduction of new services at York is particularly instructive on how 
individuals can effect or block change. I believe York set the example of 
introducing a Girlsô Choir, now a welcome and accepted institution in our 
Church. We went to Evensong in York Minster some years ago, on a Girlsô 
Duty evening: we were told there had been a plan to mix the choirs but with 
only one changing room, the boys and girls were not allowed to don their 
surplices side by side. So something has changed in two hundred years. 
 
Mike Umbers 

Roughshod comes to Hythe 

Riding Lights Theatre Company return to Hythe on Saturday 16 July with 
performances in St Leonardôs Church and Oaklands Park. 

They will be presenting their comedy show Roughshod Let Loose at 
7.30pm at St Leonardôs. Tickets are available at the door at Ã7 
(concessions £5). The show is a series of stories, sketches and personal 
experiences by the cast around the questions: what keeps us prisoners? 
what does it mean to be free? In it, two cowboy builders get an unexpected 
lesson, a desperate caller finds their life permanently on óholdô and thereôs 
a surprise when an ex-con comes to stay. 

In the afternoon members of the cast will be performing sketches and 
running workshops in Oaklands Park. Entry is free but there will be a 
collection. For more information, phone Zoe Phillips on 01303 235300.  



 

 

15 

 

 

 

 


