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Church Services 

Sundays 
 

ST LEONARDôS PARISH CHURCH, Oak Walk 

8.00am Holy Communion BCP (said) 
9.30am Parish Communion 
6.30pm Sung Evensong  
 

 

ST MICHAELôS METHODIST-ANGLICAN CHURCH CENTRE 

Rampart Road   
11.00am Morning Worship ï 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 
11.00am Holy Communion (Church of England) 2nd Sundays 
11.00am Methodist Holy Communion Service ï 4th Sunday 
 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Jubilee Close, Palmarsh     
11.15am Holy Communion ï 1st and 3rd Sundays  
                   Morning Worship ï 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 
                    

Weekdays 
St Leonardôs Weekdays 8.00am Morning Prayer 
 Thursdays 9.15am Holy Communion 
                          Weekdays                       5.00pm    Evensong 
St Michaelôs Tuesdays 11.00am Holy Communion 
 

Baptisms and Marriages: Apply to the Parish Office (Tel 262370) 

Parish Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9.00am ï 12.30pm 

 

Website: www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org 

 

 

 

 

 
       

 

 
 

 

 

T 

The Parish is served by three churches: St Leonardôs, Holy Cross and the 
St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre. 

 
Our mission is summed up in the following statement: 

Proclaiming the Good News of Godôs love through Jesus Christ and showing that 
love to all people. 

The whole worshipping congregation in each church in our parish has 
responsibility for the delivery of that message, but you may find useful information 

in the Parish Directory on the inside of the back cover. 
 

http://www.stleonardschurchhythekent.org/
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HYTHE PARISH REVIEW       January 
Dear people and parishioners of Hythe,  

How was your Christmas? I hope it was a time of joy and peace, although 
I know that for many of us, Christmas will have been difficult, at least in 
part. We impose our rhythms and habits on life, but life has a way of 
responding. We can predict that it will be dark in the winter and light in the 
summer, and we can build our lives around those certainties, but endings 
and beginnings, interruptions and surprises can come when we least 
expect them, and then we can be left trying to deal with the mess and 
confusion. 

One reason why we continue to tell the story of the birth of Jesus is that it 
shows us how God can work in the mess and confusion, bringing light and 
hope into darkness. Mary and Joseph were displaced and disturbed at the 
time Jesus was born, and the Holy Family quickly became refugees from 
violence and danger. But the Bible helps us to step back from the 
immediacy of their personal story to the bigger picture of world events. 
From that perspective, we can see that their story was part of the bigger 
history of Godôs work in the world. This history was rooted in their 
ancestors, foretold by the prophets and became the history in which our 
lives are now involved. The trouble is, itôs hard to see that bigger picture 
when weôre caught up in our own lives, as we all inevitably are. 

This is why community is so important to human flourishing. Very few of us, 
even the most private or introverted, do well on our own. Most of us need 
a community to keep us on track, and communities have their own ways of 
life, their own stories and traditions which they hand on from generation to 
generation. The Christian community takes the Bible stories as our own, 
and we use them to look at our own lives, constantly asking ourselves what 
we can learn from our ancestors in faith, the voices of the prophets, the life 
and work of Jesus, the struggles of the early Church. This is how we try to 
keep ourselves refreshed and renewed as a community, so that we donôt 
become stale. 

The point of a Christian community is that we exist for the benefit of others; 
the reason we were called to become a Church was to carry the good news 
of Godôs Kingdom as seen in Jesus Christ to those in the world who havenôt 
yet heard it. We are asked to proclaim the Gospel afresh in every 
generation, and that means that we have to work hard at understanding 
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the world as it is today, so that we can tell Godôs story of hope using the 
language of today.  

In the coming year, I hope we will find a way to make a start on two things: 
first, reminding ourselves how we understand Godôs story of hope; and 
second, working out how we might speak that hope to a new generation 
here in Hythe. In Advent, we began to do this by talking about Godôs 
kingdom in our Advent study days. We also had an Advent quiet day in 
which, in various ways, we explored what it might mean to say ñJesus is 
Comingò, and we asked ourselves ñWhat are we waiting for?ò. These were 
fruitful and enjoyable conversations that we engaged in with one another 
and with God. 

I hope Christmas has reminded you of the story of hope, whatever else was 
going on in your lives. In the months ahead, letôs use that story of hope to 
re-imagine how we might speak of hope to the hopeless, of love to the 
loveless, of justice and mercy to the marginalised and forgotten, and also 
how we might speak about the richer values of life to those who measure 
riches in material terms. At the end of the Christmas season, when we have 
finished telling our stories of the world turned upside-down by hope, we will 
deliberately turn our attention outwards towards those in need on Mission 
Sunday and I hope that will be the beginning of some exciting 
conversations about our priorities, and how we use our time and energy 
and resources.  

In the meantime, enjoy the Christmas season, not just Christmas day; enjoy 
the beginnings of a new year, enjoy the dark short days getting longer and 
lighter, look to the East to see the light that is dawning, and enjoy the 
challenge of your new year resolutions. I look forward to seeing you all 
refreshed, renewed and filled with hope in the New Year.   

Yours in Christ, Andrew 

Bishop of Doverôs Advent Appeal ï thereôs still time! 
At the time of printing, the Bishopôs  Advent appeal has just passed the 
Ã20,000 mark, with more offline donations still to be recorded. Online, text 
and postal donations will still be received and processed in the new year, 
so please keep them coming. You can donate on line via the Diocesan 
website or by post to Diocesan House making cheques payable to CDBF, 
with ñJustice Appealò on the back and sent to Advent Justice Appeal, 
Diocesan House, Lady Woottonôs Green, Canterbury, CT1 1NQ. If youôre 
able, please Gift Aid your donations, allowing us to claim an extra 25p for 
every pound donated 

http://canterburydiocese.mailendo.com/tracking/lc/a11f4633-79fb-4d97-832f-9e9c9cad4172/c4df9cf8-b45d-4ded-96b0-cd93a3b01231/bdba8ced-8d39-470e-8ff4-dc1fead8e7d7/
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DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY 2016 
 

Monday 4th   Cleaning Day, St. Leonardôs Church  
9.00am 

Friday 8th  Meeting Point (second Friday in the month for January) 

2.30pm Salvation Army Hall, Portland Road, Hythe   
 St. Maryôs Camera Club 

Saturday 9th PCC Working Day, St. Leonardôs Church 
10.00amï4.30pm (Church closed today for visitors) 

Sunday 10th Epiphany Carol Service, St. Leonardôs Church 
6.30pm  

Tuesday 12th          Julian Meeting, St. Leonardôs Church 

10.30am 

 
 
PARISH REGISTERS:  25TH NOVEMBER ï 25TH DECEMBER 
 
Rest in Peace   
26th November      Andrew Duncan Hamilton ï aged 74 
27th November Roy Peter Stacey ï aged 79 
1st December      Leslie Comber ï aged 92 
16th December         Andrew Charles Hickmott ï aged 66  

Readings for January 
January 3rd (Epiphany)                               January 10th (Baptism of Christ) 

Isaiah 60:1-6                                                   Isaiah 43:1-7 
Ephesians 3:1-12                                            Acts 8:14-17                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Matthew 2:1-12                                                Luke £:15-17,21,22 
                                                         
January 17th  (Second of Epiphany )           January 24th (Third of Epiphany)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Isaiah 62:1-5                                                    Nehemiah 8:1-3,5,6,8-10 
1 Corinthians 2:1-11                                        1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
John 2:1-11                                                      Luke 4:14-21   
                                                 
                                                      January 31st (Candlemas) 
                                                         Malachi 3:1-5 
                                                         Hebrews 2:14-end 

                                                         Luke 2:22- 40 
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Editorial Jottings 

As I write this Christmas day has gone but, despite the world rushing rapidly 
onwards to the sales, we are still in the season of Christmas and our 
wonderful floral displays and Christmas trees remain in our churches. Iôm 
sure many of you will agree that our Christmas services were very special. 
Packed churches at ñCarols for Allò and for the ñCrib Serviceò at St 
Leonardôs demonstrate that for many Christmas remains a celebration of 
Godôs love for us. 

As we move to a new year and a new colour for the magazine, what I 
wonder will we remember of 2015? 

¶ Paris ï a city which hit the headlines for all the wrong reasons at the 
beginning and end of the year. 

¶ Climate change ï the warmest December on record should convince 
even the most sceptical that we have a real problem with global 
warming; how appropriate that the United Nations conference on 
climate change met in Paris and negotiated the Paris Agreement, a 
global agreement on the reduction of climate change  

¶ Refugees- this edition of the magazine focusses particularly on this 
ongoing problem. There is an update on the Hythe Churches Refugee 
Response (HCRR) on page 11and an update on the Bishop Trevorôs 
Advent Appeal. I have agreed to act as champion for St Leonardôs to 
publicise the activities of HCRR both in the magazine and in the pew 
sheets so watch out for updates over the next months.  

Elsewhere in the magazine you will find some recommended television 
viewing ï see page 22; the concluding part of Berkeleyôs article on our 
organ scholars (page 21) and an amusing article entitled rather intriguingly 
ñManò (page 11). Hopefully there is something for everyone. 

Finally, I am away skiing during the last week of January so next monthôs 
magazine will be available on Sunday February 6th. Contributors please 
let me have copy as soon as possible and by the end of January at the 
latest. 
Pat Chipping 

Church Cleaning 

The next cleaning session will be on Monday January 4th 
starting at 9.30am. As always we will have the opportunity 
to enjoy coffee, biscuits and conversation after our hard 
work. Please do join us. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change
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Prayer Prompts for January 

1st -  Peace in 2016

2nd - Andrew and Louise 

3rd ï St Leonardôs 

4th - Hythe Bay School 

5th - The work of KRAN 

6th -  Our Treasurer and Church finances 

7th - Our Sunday School 

8th -  The Julian Meeting 

9th -  The PCC 

10th - Holy Cross    

11th - Archdeacon Philip 

12th - Local industry 

13th - Archbishop Justin 

14th - Palmarsh School 

15th - Servers in our churches  

16th - Bishop Trevor 

17th - St Michaelôs Methodist-Anglican Church Centre 

18th - Folkestone Churches Winter Shelter 

19th - Our Choirs  

20th- Our Churchwardens 

21st - The Rainbow Centre 

22nd - Churches Together in Hythe and Saltwood 

23rd - The Methodist ministry team 

24th - The work of our local hospitals 

25th - Refugees 

26th - The work of ñEmbrace the Middle Eastò 

27th -  Holy Cross Fellowship Group 

28th -The Mayor and Town Council 

29th- Those married in our Churches last year 

30th - Our Lay Reader and ALMs 

31st ï The work of ñPorchlightò 

Prayer for January 

O God, 
who by the leading of a star 
manifested your only Son to the 
peoples of the earth: 
mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face 
to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

Amen 
(Collect for Epiphany) 
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Holy Cross News                                             
Well it doesnôt seem possible that 2015 has gone and that we 
entering 2016; how the time flies these days! The Fellowship 
Group is starting off on the 27th January 2016 with a talk by 
Ernie Winters entitled ñThe Life of a Postman in Londonò. I think this will be 
very interesting. The Groupôs meetings start at 2.30pm with a cup of tea 
and finish at 4.00pm. Why not come along and enjoy the fellowship? 

Holy Cross is looking forward to 2016 and we all wish everybody a Happy 
New Year. You will see full details of the 2016 fellowship programme below. 

Tony Clarke  

Holy Cross Church Fellowship Group 

 

Speakers for 2016 Meetings start at 2.00pm for 2.30pm and finish at 4.00pm  
 

Month  Speakerôs names    Subject 

27th January  Ernie Winters    Life of a postman in London 

24th February  Josie Yeo    Silver 

30th March  Alan Mc Dermott   Talk ï subject to be arranged  

28th April   Paul     Cinemas 

25th May   Richard     St Johnôs Ambulance 

29th June   Revd. Andrew Sweeney Life as a minister 

27th July           Broadstairs, Quex House   

                         (Details nearer the time) 

31st August  Jill King    Life at Sainsburyôs                                     

28th September Ina Tomkinson  Her life story 

26th October Juliette Metcalf  Her life story    

30th November         Get-together for a chat with tea                                          

or coffee and mince pies  

December                           NO MEETING 
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MAN In memory of/William Lionel Man/of Halstead Hall, Halstead 
Kent/who died at Hythe March 30th 1904 aged 71 years 
And Mary Fowle Man/his widow/who died April 29th 1916, aged 82 
years/buried at Saltwood 
This monument is erected in loving memory/by their nephews and nieces.  
In the north-west corner of the church, high on the wall, is a modest 
memorial plaque to William Lionel Man and his wife Mary, erected by the 
coupleôs nephews and nieces. All we are told of them is that William was 
óof Halstead Hallô.  A member of the gentry perhaps, who died while visiting 
Hythe? Or a benefactor of the Church? The truth is rather more bizarre.  

William Lionel Man was born on 7 December 
1832 at Halstead Hall, near Sevenoaks, the 
son of Harry Stoe Man, who had bought the 
house with his wifeôs money and is best 
remembered locally for building a wall round 
the village pond, the only source of fresh water 
in the village, and knocking down the church 
gates. William was educated at Westerham 
School and was articled to a solicitor as a 
young man, although it is not clear whether he 
actually qualified.  

In his early twenties he shocked his family by 
announcing his intention to become an actor 
and marrying a Roman Catholic actress Rosa 
Cooper. In the mid-nineteenth century neither 
actresses nor Catholics were welcome in 
respectable families, and William and Rosa took off for India. There 
William, under the stage names of Lionel Harding and Lionel Osborne and 
his wife spent many years touring and performing the classics, including 
Shakespeare and Sheridan. They often visited Australia and New Zealand, 
travelling by horse-drawn coach from town to town, acting for a week or a 
fortnight in each place, sometimes in theatres, sometimes in town halls, 
sometimes in bars.  

William and Rosa had six children together, but none survived beyond the 
age of fifteen. Rosa herself contracted cholera and died in Calcutta in 1871.  

William returned to the UK and married Mary Fowle Starnes. They lived at 
first in Maidstone, where he terrified the inhabitants by driving his phaeton 



 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

down the High Street at top speed. Latterly they moved to Hythe, living at 
Beaconsfield Terrace, where William settled down to being a local 
ócharacterô.  He cultivated a long beard which he dyed black, and habitually 
wore a velveteen coat, glengarry cap, white waistcoat and check trousers.   

Thus attired, he frequented the local inns, particularly the óWhite Hartô, 
where he regaled the locals with his foreign adventures.  He claimed to 
have been the first white man to have walked across New Zealandôs North 
Island and that he and Rosa had been shipwrecked and saved by floating 
ashore in her crinoline. He enjoyed giving impressions of local dignitaries 
and clergy, especially if he could poke fun at their pomposity and kept the 
skull he had used as a stage prop when performing óHamletô and had a 
spring fitted to it so that he could make its teeth chatter to terrify small 
children. 

On his death, his ashes interred were at St. Margaretôs, Halstead, still the 
home of his brother Septimus, who had an equally eccentric reputation.   

Anne Petrie                                                   

Hythe Churches Refugee Response (HCRR) 

Since the end of September members of our congregations (St Leonardôs, 
Holy Cross and SMAAC) have been meeting with members of other 
churches in Hythe to pray about the refugee crisis, and also to share 
information and to explore whether there might be something we might do 
together in response. The following proposal has been affirmed by a 
meeting at which all local churches were represented, and is offered to all 
local congregations, inviting your participation. 

1) Prayer 
The first call is to pray, and a group will continue to meet on Monday 
evenings from 8pm until 8.30pm. These gatherings are open to all, whether 
you wish to attend infrequently or regularly. At present we meet at the 
United Reformed Church (between Twiss Road and the Worthington Lodge 
retirement apartments); any change of location will be notified. Since not 
everyone interested is free at this time, it would be great if one or more 
additional gatherings might come about at a different time of the day or 
week. 

2) Unity  
The second call is to examine and reflect on our own responses when 
facing people who are different from us. If we are to pray with integrity about 
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such topics as welcoming strangers, valuing diversity, seeking 
reconciliation, ending fear and hostility, and working for peace, then we 
pray also that we might ourselves demonstrate the kind of change we wish 
to see in the world. This is one reason why this invitation to respond comes 
from the local churches working together in unity. 

3) Practical help 
The third call is to offer some kind of practical help. Over the coming months 
we will be telling you about various ways in which you can be involved in 
supporting people affected by this crisis. At this stage we want to highlight 
an invitation to support the work of Kent Refugee Action Network.  

KRAN is an independent charity that aims to relieve the need and hardship 
of refugees and asylum seekers, principally in Kent, particularly by the 
provision of advice, information, education and support; and to advance 
public education about the position of refugees and ethnic minorities.  

A particular focus of KRANôs work is providing young unaccompanied 
asylum seeking children aged 16 to 18 with classroom based activities 
each week, offering a comprehensive programme of life skills, English 
language, numeracy, and social/cultural studies; the subjects taught and 
the relationships developed help to facilitate fuller integration into society. 
This age group is particularly vulnerable as they tend to fall through the net 
of state-sponsored provision.  

KRAN has extensive experience in this field, but is now facing 
overwhelming demand for its services. KRAN would particularly value 
regular financial giving which would enable it to hire further staff. But there 
are many ways to give your support, and we will be circulating other 
requests for particular items or help required, either by KRAN or by other 
groups working in similar areas.  

What next? 
To facilitate regular communication about these issues, we hope that each 
local congregation will appoint a local óchampionô, and that one of these 
champions will take on the role of HCRR Co-ordinator. In the meantime, 
please contact Rev Hilary Nabarro for any further information: 
hnabarro@yahoo.com, 01303 268621.  

Donate to KRAN through its website kran.org.uk , by cheque to KRAN, Unit 
1 Wincheap Industrial Estate, 34 Simmonds Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 
3RA - write HCRR on the back to ring-fence your donation for Folkestone 
classes - or create a regular payment (bank details from Hilary) 

mailto:hnabarro@yahoo.com
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Deepening Discipleship is coming to Hythe! 
 
We have a wonderful opportunity coming up in 2016 ï the Diocese of 
Canterbury is running a Deepening Discipleship course here in Hythe, 
hosted by our parish.  

This course is one of the things that made me committed to coming to 
Hythe in July last year, because I was impressed by the effort and 
resources that the Diocese make for the support, training and discipleship 
of all of us. This is an 8-week course to help discover discipleship and who 
God is calling you to be. I hope many of you will take advantage of the 
opportunity. 

The course will be run in two parts over 8 Wednesday evenings: 24th 
February, 2nd, 9th, and 16th March; then after an Easter break, the 6th, 
13th, 20th, and 27th April. The normal pattern will be an evening Eucharist 
at 6:30 pm, followed by refreshments about 7 pm, and the course from 7:15 
to 9:15 pm. The venue will be the Wesley Room of St Michaelôs Methodist-
Anglican Church Centre, the best venue in our parish for accessibility for 
those of us who live in Hythe and for visitors.  

The time and other arrangements for the course will not suit everyone, of 
course, and Iôm sorry if it doesnôt work for you. The plan is that I will co-lead 
the course with an experienced course leader, so that in future we can do 
it again in our parish, at different times and in different places, assisted by 
those who attend first-time-round, and so offer the course to as many 
people as would like to participate. 

The course requires commitment, and participants will have an appointed 
ñcourse accompanierò who will support them and meet with them at least 
twice during the course. That accompanier might be me, or someone else 
appropriate that we can choose together, so if you are interested in taking 
part, the first thing to do is to let me know. Send an email to 
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VicarOfHythe@gmail.com or drop a note into the parish office or through 
the vicarage door for my attention. The course will be suitable for anyone 
(at any stage of life and at any stage of their discipleship journey) who is 
interested in deepening their relationship with God through Jesus Christ; 
so doesnôt that mean all of us?! I hope many of us will take advantage of 
this opportunity ï it seems to be a God-given opportunity to begin our walk 
with Christ together.       

Andrew 

 

Folkestone Churches Winter Shelter 

St Leonardôs Parish support of the Winter Shelter is now 
well underway. We have had both donations and many 
of our volunteer applications are now hopefully in the 
hands of those wishing to take a more active role. 

The shelter started on the 6th December and during the 1st two weeks 20 
guest have stayed with 22 registered and booked, 4 other registrations and 
one person housed. Although the winter so far has not been cold, the wind 
and rain have been with us in abundance and who knows what January 
and February will bring. 

For fundraising we are asking for 12 volunteers to host a coffee morning, 
afternoon tea or some event with friends and family between now and 7th 
February to help boost what is already being raised. To date we have 6 
people signed up and details of each event will be put in the weekly notices. 
The annual ñCarols for Allò was a great success as usual. The money raised 
is normally divided between the Friends of St Leonardôs (for the upkeep of 
the church fabric) and the Choir. However, the Choir have generously 
donated their share to the winter shelter appeal.  

Vikki Moran the project manager and Theresa Fowler the administrator and 
funding co-ordinator are working flat out to bring care and comfort to those 
needing support. They too need our support are looking particularly for any 
volunteers prepared to stay overnight! 

John & Nettie hope to be accepted to do a couple of sessions in the New 
Year. If anyone else would like to volunteer or would like more information, 
contact John on 487285 or john@wren.cc or go direct to the winter shelter 
website http://wintershelter.org.uk/contact-us 

 

mailto:john@wren.cc
http://wintershelter.org.uk/contact-us
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Christmas 2015 

 
Carols for All 

 

 
Girlsô choir at the crib service 

We know what they meanté. 

ñThe wise men brought gifts of Gold, Frankenstein and Myrrh!ò ï a little 
too scary for a new-born perhaps. 
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Bob White  

From January to March this year we have a visiting Lay Reader in training 
joining us in the parish ï here are a few words of introduction. 

My wife Glynis and I have lived 
in Hythe since 1987, when we 
moved here from New York, 
where I had been en poste with 
the Foreign Office, and we have 
lived in Orchard Valley since 
then apart from a spell between 
2005 - 2011 when we lived in 
Buckinghamshire for work 
reasons. Our sons all went to 
the old St Leonards Junior 
School and I was a school 
governor there for eight years. 

We have been actively involved with church work throughout our adult lives 
and at various times I have been a youth group leader, a Sunday School 
teacher, a house group leader, a member of various PCC's, and a church 
warden in two different parishes.  

We retired back to Hythe at the end of 2011 and following a period of travel 
between 2012 - 2013 we decided that I should consider a new field of 
Christian service, namely to train as a Lay Reader or to use the modern 
parlance - a Licensed Lay Minister. We started attending St Peter and St 
Paul, in Saltwood, in the summer of 2013, where we had some old friends 
and in the summer of 2014 I was accepted for training as a Lay Reader. I 
am now in the second year of my training and have reached the stage 
where I undertake a placement in a parish different to my own. By being 
with you I hope to broaden my understanding of church worship and church 
life generally. The plan is for me to be with you from January to the end of 
March. I will be preaching on several occasions, lead one or two services 
around the parish, and accompany Andrew in various activities.  

Bob White 

A Thought for the New Year  

A hangover is the wrath of grapes! 
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Have you experiences to offer that can enrich bright 
young minds? 

Readers will be aware that our primary schools form a key part of our local 
communities.  What comes next is a request for help from the community 
in furthering the education of our children. 

This letter comes on behalf of the Hythe Hub, the group of local schools 
that includes six primaries (Hythe Bay, Lympne, Palmarsh, Saltwood, 
Sellindge and St Augustineôs Hythe) and, at secondary level, Brockhill Park 
College.  We collaborate in a range of activities and have regular meetings 
of senior staff and representatives of the various governing bodies to 
discuss issues and share ideas.  We work on the principle that education 
is more than the narrow national curriculum and is also about wider learning 
and asking the question ówhy?ô.     

We know that within our communities there are many interesting, mind-
enhancing people who, on reflection on how they learnt, experimented, 
argued, made mistakes, explored ideas and so on, could be in a strong 
position to share their experiences with bright young minds.   At our October 
Hythe Hub meeting it was proposed to invite them to consider playing an 
active role in our schools by providing extra-curricular interest for the more 
able pupils (previously known as the Gifted and/or Talented).  For example, 
this could take the form of a short talk followed by discussion led by the 
speaker; discussion in groups is a process familiar to able children.  This 
will give the opportunity for children to exercise their minds, stretch their 
imagination, open doors and explore ideas.   

So whether you are an active or retired builder, lawyer, linguist, journalist, 
historian, scientist, chess enthusiast, compulsive reader, gardener or 
whatever, you probably have a lifetime of wisdom to share, if you are 
willing.  Experience suggests that this can be very rewarding both for the 
children and for the adults in their midst. 

As a way forward, it is suggested that we start with a pilot for Years 5 and 
6 (the two oldest primary school cohorts aged about 10 and 11).   

If you are interested in this Hythe Hub project, please contact in the first 
instance Zoe Phillips (zoehome@tiscali.co.uk or 01303 267884).  

 

 

mailto:zoehome@tiscali.co.uk
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Watch that Tree! 

ñIf you go down to the woods today youôre sure of a big surpriseò é. Can 
you name the surprise?  Yes, it was the Teddy Bearsô picnic!  This quotation 
came to mind recently, as I came across a rather unusual tree, not entirely 
rare but infrequently spotted.  Where?  It is in Oaklands and Iôll lead you to 
it.  With your back to the Council Offices, walk towards the Ladiesô Walk 
bridge; half way and some six yards from the path, on your right is a tree 
about 25-30 feet high ï a GINGO, (botanical name, Gingo Biloba) 
otherwise known as the Maidenhair tree.  Apart from Kew Gardens and the 
like, the only specimens I know locally are at Etchinghill and Postling.  You 
might not give it a second look at this time of the year, but when in leaf in 
summer it is unique, having beautiful green fan-like leaves (golden in 
autumn) and it is a great survivor of the Ice Age some million years ago 
when many trees died out.   

So who planted it and why?  It is old enough to have been planted by Dr 
Randall Davis who lived at Oaklands and who generously presented the 
property and its grounds to the Corporation of Hythe in 1932.  He was much 
loved by the people and one assumes that he loved his own sizeable 
garden.  So this tree might even be 100 years old. 

Trees and their importance for securing the future of our planet often 
feature in talking and thinking about the necessity to preserve our native 
trees as well as world-wide forests.  Think of the devastation of vast areas 
of forest in South America and our failure to control it. 

In post-war years in this country, there has been much more importance 
attached to re-planting woodlands and to saving specimen trees which are 
threatened with removal for development.  Unexpected disease has taken 
its toll ï think of the devastation of elm trees on our canal banks, victims of 
the Dutch Elm Disease.  Most recently Ash Dieback has claimed our 
attention and particularly the need to understand the genetic make -up of 
those trees which appear to be resistant to the disease. 

Where possible we have been reminded that just one or more trees planted 
in our gardens (apart from major re-planting of forests) is a small effort to 
give our successors some beautiful species to enjoy.  Consider the great 
estates and parks of 200-300 years ago - we are the beneficiaries of such 
forward thinking and planting. 
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The planting of a tree has become traditional to commemorate a special 
occasion or person - which gives me the opportunity to mention one in our 
churchyard about ten paces from the west door.  In 1992 I was at 
Wakehurst (an extension to Kew Gardens) when I picked up some acorns 
of QUERCUS VELUTINA, a species of oak which I much admired.  Having 
propagated them, there was a fine sapling in 2000 which I felt sure would 
add interest to a vacant space in our churchyard and I obtained permission 
to plant it to celebrate the Millennium.  It has grown into a well-shaped tree 
some 20 feet tall and it gives me pleasure to admire it in summer and 
autumn.  Have a look at it when you can. 

Desmond Sampson 

Are We Ready? 

The Advent preparation for Christmas Day has been concentrating our 
thoughts for many days now. Revd. Andrew Sweeney and Revd. Louise 
Seear have given us the opportunity to prepare ourselves in a variety of 
ways culminating in the Advent Quiet Day on Sunday 20th December. 
Carols for All on the previous day gave those of us who attended St. 
Leonardôs Parish Church, which was full with many needing to stand or sit 
on the floor, the opportunity to praise God in song and listen to the Choirs 
proclaiming the Love of God in sending his Son to us - Emmanuel - God 
with Us. We try to proclaim by our worship and actions the love of God for 
all people.  
Yes, our local community is important, as are the homeless in need at the 
Folkestone Rainbow Churches Together Night Shelter, A Gift of Love, 
distributed locally, The Lights of Love Service, The Christmas Boxes for 
distribution away from home, the Refugees in Calais and elsewhere and 
the other acts of kindness that are all part of this season of goodwill to all 
people which shows God's love for everyone. All we need now is to give 
ourselves time to reflect and pray and await with patience what the birth of 
Christ in Bethlehem actually means to us, and discover what plans God 
may have for us all in 2016. 

How reassuring it is that we can all work together in the Parish of St 
Leonard with Holy Cross and St. Michael's Methodist Anglican Church 
Centre to be the People of God in this neighbourhood. With grateful thanks 
to all involved.                                                                       Dudley Shipton 
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Concerts in St Leonardôs Church during 2016 

The 2016 concert season organised by the Friends 
of St Leonardôs Church gets under way in early 
March and will again be full and appealing with some 
24 events scheduled. These include six choral, five 
solo instrumental (organ and piano), five chamber 
music, three accompanied song recitals, two jazz 
concerts (including a return by The Darius Brubeck 
Quartet), one narrated opera event and an afternoon 
of poetry and prose readings on the theme of 
óCreatures great and smallô. The biennial Hythe 
Festival takes place this year during 1-10 July, and 
St Leonardôs Church will be a significant venue for 
concerts throughout.  

Most will be evening events; however, four lunchtime 
and three afternoon concerts are also planned to 
help to attract those who may prefer earlier start-
times. 

The Friendsô 2016 concert brochure will soon be available at the back of 
churches within our parish and elsewhere locally. Please take copies, pass 
them on to friends, neighbours and other music-lovers ï and do come along 
to enjoy some wonderful and varied music making. 

Our 2016 season begins on Saturday 5 March when we welcome back the 
Canterbury Cathedral Choristers conducted by Dr David Flood. 

You can become an Annual Member of the Friends of St Leonardôs Church 
for a minimum subscription of Ã10.00 for an individual or Ã20.00 joint 
membership for partners. Alternatively, why not become a Life Member for 
a subscription of Ã75.00 for an individual or not less than Ã100.00 joint 
membership for partners? Membership entitles you to a Ã2 discount on 
ticket prices/door sales for most concerts and a Ã1 discount for lunchtime 
recitals. Application forms are available at the back of St Leonardôs Church. 

For further information about the Friendsô organisation and concert 
programme, contact Brin Hughes on 01303 264470 or email: 
brin.hughes@btinternet.com. You will also find information about 
forthcoming concerts on the Friendsô website at 
www.friendsofstleonardshythe.org.uk. 


